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IMPORTANT QUESTIONS FOR YOUR EXAM 

WITH ANSWERS IN HINDI AND ENGLISH 

 

MAIN FIVE ORGANS OF UNITED NATIONS 

The United Nations (UN) has five main organs, each with specific functions.  

General Assembly (         ) 

o Function: The General Assembly is the main deliberative body of the UN, 

where all member states are represented. It discusses and makes decisions on a 

wide range of international issues covered by the UN Charter, including peace 

and security, admission of new members, and budgetary matters. 
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2. Security Council (           ) 

o Function: The Security Council is responsible for maintaining international 

peace and security. It has the power to make binding decisions that member 

states are obligated to implement, including the imposition of sanctions and 

authorization of military action. 
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3. International Court of Justice (                 ) 

o Function: The International Court of Justice (ICJ) settles legal disputes 

between states and gives advisory opinions on international legal issues 

referred to it by the UN General Assembly, Security Council, or other UN 

organs and specialized agencies. 
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4. Secretariat (       ) 

o Function: The Secretariat carries out the day-to-day work of the UN as 

directed by the General Assembly, the Security Council, and other organs. It is 

headed by the Secretary-General, who is the chief administrative officer of the 

organization. 
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5. Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) (      औ               ) 



 

 

o Function: ECOSOC is responsible for coordinating the economic, social, and 

related work of 15 specialized agencies, their functional commissions, and five 

regional commissions. It serves as the central forum for discussing 

international economic and social issues and for formulating policy 

recommendations addressed to member states and the UN system. 
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Fundamental Right to a Clean Environment 

The right to a clean environment is increasingly recognized as a fundamental human right, 

essential for the enjoyment of many other rights, including the right to life, health, and well-

being. This right encompasses the protection and preservation of the natural environment and 

ensuring that all people can live in a healthy and sustainable environment. 
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 Legal Recognition: 

 International Level: The right to a clean environment is enshrined in several 

international treaties and declarations, such as the Stockholm Declaration (1972), the 

Rio Declaration (1992), and more recently, the Paris Agreement (2015). The UN 

Human Rights Council recognized the human right to a clean, healthy, and sustainable 

environment in 2021. 

 National Level: Many countries have incorporated the right to a clean environment 

into their constitutions or national legislation. For example, Article 21 of the Indian 

Constitution, interpreted by the Supreme Court of India, includes the right to a healthy 

environment as part of the right to life. 
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Components of the Right: 

 Clean Air and Water: Access to unpolluted air and water is fundamental. 

Governments must implement regulations to control air and water pollution and 

ensure that industries comply with environmental standards. 

 Safe and Healthy Living Conditions: This includes the management of waste, 

control of hazardous substances, and ensuring that urban planning considers 

environmental health. 

 Biodiversity and Ecosystem Protection: Conservation of natural habitats and 

species is essential to maintain ecological balance and ensure the sustainability of 

natural resources. 
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Seed Suicides in India 

Overview 

"Seed suicides" refer to the tragic phenomenon where farmers, facing insurmountable debt 

and crop failures, end their lives. This issue is particularly acute in India and is tied to various 

socio-economic and agricultural factors, including the adoption of genetically modified (GM) 

seeds. 
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Background 

In the 1990s, India liberalized its economy, leading to significant changes in agriculture. One 

notable shift was the introduction of genetically modified seeds, particularly Bt cotton. These 

seeds were marketed as high-yielding and pest-resistant, promising better harvests and 

incomes. 
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Key Factors Contributing to Seed Suicides 

High Cost of GM Seeds: 

o Initial Investment: GM seeds, such as Bt cotton, are more expensive than traditional 
seeds. Farmers often need to take loans to afford them. 

o Recurrent Purchases: Unlike traditional seeds, GM seeds cannot be saved and 
replanted. Farmers must buy new seeds each season. 
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Crop Failure: 

Crop Failure: GM seeds and hybrid seeds often do not give the promised yield, leading to 
crop failure. Uncertainty of weather, pests and diseases also contribute to this. 

Natural Disasters: Drought, floods and other natural disasters affect crop production, 
reducing farmers' income. 
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   Debt Trap: 



 

 

 Cycle of Loans: Farmers often take out high-interest loans to buy seeds, fertilizers, 

and pesticides. When crops fail, they cannot repay these loans, leading to further 

borrowing. 

 Lack of Financial Support: Limited access to institutional credit forces farmers to 

depend on moneylenders who charge exorbitant interest rates. 
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Globalization and seed suicides 

Globalization has deeply influenced agricultural practices in India, contributing to the 

phenomenon of seed suicides. The introduction of costly genetically modified (GM) and 

hybrid seeds by multinational corporations has replaced traditional seeds.  

Many farmers, lured by the promise of higher yields, take loans to buy these expensive seeds 

and necessary chemicals. When crops fail due to pest resistance or adverse weather, they fall 

into crippling debt. Unable to repay, many face severe financial distress, leading to suicides. 

Thus, globalization, while offering technological advances, has also increased the financial 

vulnerabilities of farmers. 
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