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Explain any five challenges faced by global initiatives for environmental protection 

1. Political and Economic Conflicts: Different countries have varying priorities based 

on their political ideologies and economic needs. Wealthier nations may focus on 

industrial growth, while developing countries prioritize poverty reduction. These 

differences often lead to disagreements in international negotiations on environmental 

policies. 
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2. Lack of Global Cooperation: Despite numerous international agreements, not all 

countries adhere to environmental standards or commitments. Some nations may fail 

to implement policies due to internal issues or lack of resources. 
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3. Limited Funding and Resources: Environmental protection initiatives often require 

significant financial investment, but many countries, particularly developing ones, 

lack the funds and resources to implement large-scale environmental projects. 
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4. Industrial Pressure: Industrial growth, especially in emerging economies, can 

conflict with environmental protection efforts. Industries often prioritize profit over 

sustainable practices, leading to environmental degradation. 
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5. Climate Change and Natural Disasters: The ongoing effects of climate change, 

including rising sea levels, extreme weather events, and natural disasters, pose major 

challenges to global environmental protection efforts. These factors can set back 

progress and require constant adaptation of strategies. 
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Explain globalization and state its main components. How has globalization influenced Foreign 

Direct Investment? 

Globalization refers to the process of the world becoming more connected through the 

exchange of goods, services, information, and ideas. It means that people, companies, and 

countries are increasingly interacting with each other, leading to a more integrated global 

economy. Globalization helps in making the world feel smaller, as communication and trade 

can happen quickly and easily across borders. 
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Main Components of Globalization: 

1. Trade: Countries exchange goods and services with each other. 

2. Technology: Advances in technology make it easier for people and companies to 

connect and communicate globally. 

3. Finance: Movement of capital, money, and investments between countries. 

4. Culture: Sharing of cultural ideas, values, and practices, like movies, food, or 

fashion. 

5. Labor: People moving across borders for jobs, creating a global workforce. 
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Influence of Globalization on Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): 

Globalization has greatly influenced Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). As businesses and 

markets become more interconnected, companies seek to invest in other countries to take 

advantage of cheaper labor, new markets, and resources. FDI allows companies to set up 

operations or acquire businesses in other countries, helping them grow internationally. 
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Discuss the importance of community-led initiatives for sustainable development. Highlight the 

roles of Panchayati Raj Institutions and NGOs. 

Community-led initiatives for sustainable development are important because they 

empower local people to actively participate in decisions that affect their environment, 

economy, and society. These initiatives focus on finding local solutions to global challenges, 

ensuring that development benefits everyone without harming future generations. When 

communities take the lead, they are more likely to create solutions that are culturally 

appropriate, environmentally friendly, and economically viable. 
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Roles of Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs): 

Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) are local self-government bodies in India that play a 

crucial role in community-led development. They ensure that decisions are made by the 

people at the grassroots level and that development is tailored to the specific needs of the 

community. PRIs help in mobilizing resources, implementing government programs, and 

ensuring that local issues are addressed in a sustainable manner. 
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Roles of NGOs: 

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) also play an important role in community-led 

initiatives. They provide expertise, funding, and support to local communities, especially in 

areas like education, health, and environmental protection. NGOs work closely with 

communities to raise awareness, build capacity, and help implement sustainable projects. 

They act as intermediaries between the community and government agencies, ensuring that 

local voices are heard and that initiatives are aligned with the community's needs. 
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What is sea level rise ? Why is it difficult to predict ? State the impacts of sea level rise. 

Sea level rise refers to the increase in the average level of the world's oceans due to the 

melting of polar ice caps and glaciers, as well as the expansion of seawater as it warms. It is 

one of the major effects of global climate change, caused by the increasing temperature of the 



 

 

Earth. As the climate warms, the ice on land melts and flows into the oceans, raising their 

level. 
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Why is it difficult to predict? 

Sea level rise is difficult to predict because it depends on many factors, such as the rate of ice 

melting, the warming of the oceans, and how the land itself may be sinking or rising. The 

processes are complex and happen over long periods of time, making it hard to provide an 

exact forecast. Additionally, different regions may experience sea level rise at different rates 

due to local conditions like ocean currents and land movement. 
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Impacts of Sea Level Rise: 

1. Flooding: Coastal areas, especially low-lying ones, are at risk of flooding. This can 

lead to the destruction of homes, infrastructure, and farmland. 

2. Erosion: Higher sea levels can cause beaches and coastal land to erode, making 

coastal areas smaller and threatening habitats for plants and animals. 

3. Loss of Freshwater: Sea level rise can cause saltwater to intrude into freshwater 

sources like rivers and aquifers, making drinking water scarce. 

4. Displacement: People living in coastal areas may have to move as their land becomes 

uninhabitable due to flooding or erosion. 

5. Economic Loss: Rising sea levels can damage infrastructure such as roads, ports, and 

factories, causing economic losses, especially in coastal cities. 
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Highlight the role played by NGOs in the people’s movement against large dams and 

river valley projects in India. 

Role of NGOs in People’s Movement Against Large Dams and River Valley Projects in 

India: 

NGOs have played a crucial role in organizing and supporting people’s movements against 

large dams and river valley projects in India. These projects often lead to displacement of 

local communities, environmental destruction, and loss of livelihoods. NGOs have raised 

awareness about these issues, mobilized affected communities, and provided legal and 

technical support to fight for their rights. Through campaigns, protests, and public education, 

NGOs have played an important role in challenging these projects and advocating for more 

sustainable and people-centered development. 
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Key Contributions of NGOs: 

1. Awareness Campaigns: NGOs have educated the public about the negative impacts 

of large dams on communities and the environment. 

2. Legal Support: Many NGOs have provided legal assistance to people affected by 

dam projects, helping them to file petitions and fight cases in courts. 



 

 

3. Supporting Displaced Communities: NGOs have supported people who were 

displaced by these projects, helping them to rebuild their lives through rehabilitation 

programs. 

4. Advocacy for Sustainable Alternatives: NGOs have promoted alternative solutions 

to large dam projects, such as rainwater harvesting, smaller and decentralized 

hydroelectric projects, and community-based water management systems. 

NGOs               : 
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Describe the problems associated with agriculture. How can these be overcome? 

Problems Associated with Agriculture: 

1. Soil Degradation: Overuse of chemical fertilizers and pesticides, along with poor 

farming practices, can result in soil erosion, loss of fertility, and desertification. 
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2. Water Scarcity: Agriculture requires a large amount of water, and in many regions, 

water is becoming scarce due to overuse and pollution of water bodies. 
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3. Climate Change: Changes in weather patterns, such as droughts, floods, and irregular 

rainfall, have a negative impact on crop production and farming. 
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4. Pests and Diseases: Crops are vulnerable to pests and diseases, which can lower 

yields and require expensive chemical interventions. 
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5. Lack of Modern Technology: Many farmers still rely on traditional farming 

methods, which are less efficient and have lower productivity compared to modern 

agricultural techniques. 
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6. Financial Challenges: Many farmers face financial problems such as low income, 

high debt, and limited access to credit or insurance, making it difficult to invest in 

better farming techniques or technology. 
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How These Problems Can Be Overcome: 

1. Sustainable Farming Practices: Promoting organic farming, crop rotation, and 

agroforestry can improve soil health, reduce erosion, and maintain long-term fertility. 
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2. Water Management: Using water-saving techniques like drip irrigation, rainwater 

harvesting, and efficient water management systems can conserve water and help 

crops thrive. 
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3. Climate-Smart Agriculture: Adopting drought-resistant crops, improving weather 

forecasting, and adjusting planting schedules according to changing climate patterns 

can help farmers adapt. 
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4. Integrated Pest Management: Using biological controls, resistant crop varieties, and 

crop rotation can reduce dependence on harmful chemical pesticides and prevent crop 

diseases. 
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5. Modern Technology Adoption: Introducing advanced machinery, precision farming 

techniques, and digital tools for monitoring soil and weather can improve agricultural 

productivity and efficiency. 
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6. Financial Support: Governments, banks, and NGOs can provide financial assistance, 

subsidies, crop insurance, and easy access to credit, helping farmers invest in better 

technology and practices. 
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What are Artisanal technologies ? Explain with examples why they are facing stiff competition 

from industrially manufactured goods. 

Artisanal Technologies: 

Artisanal technologies refer to traditional, handcrafted methods of production that rely on 

manual skills and local knowledge, often passed down through generations. These 

technologies typically involve simple tools, limited mechanization, and focus on producing 

unique, high-quality products. Artisanal goods are often made by small-scale, local producers 

who take pride in their craftsmanship and often create products that are culturally significant 

or have a personal touch. 
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Why Artisanal Products Face Stiff Competition from Industrial Goods: 

1. Lower Cost: Industrial goods are often mass-produced using advanced machinery, 

which reduces production costs and makes products cheaper compared to handmade 

artisanal goods. 
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2. Mass Production: Industrial production allows for the creation of large quantities of 

identical goods quickly and efficiently, making them widely available and more 

affordable. 
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3. Technological Advancements: Industrial processes are often more efficient due to 

the use of modern machinery and technology, which leads to higher productivity and 

lower costs. 

o                 : औ   ग          अ   अ       ल               

              औ       ग       प  ग             ,          

        औ     ल ग           

4. Lack of Standardization: Artisanal products are often unique and customized, but 

this lack of standardization makes them harder to mass-produce and distribute widely. 

o                :  ल       अ   अ      औ  अ     ल         , ल     

                                प      प             औ    प   प 

                             

5. Availability and Distribution: Industrial goods benefit from wide distribution 

networks, making them more easily accessible in markets, whereas artisanal goods are 

often limited to local or niche markets. 
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6. Consumer Preferences: With the rise of consumerism, many people prefer cheap, 

mass-produced goods over artisanal products, which are often more expensive and 

time-consuming to produce. 
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Examples of Artisanal Goods Facing Competition: 

 Handmade Textiles: Traditional handwoven fabrics, like khadi, face stiff 

competition from machine-made textiles which are cheaper and produced in large 

quantities. 
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 Handcrafted Pottery: Pottery made by artisans, often with traditional designs, faces 

competition from mass-produced ceramic items that are cheaper and available in large 

quantities. 
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Discuss the role of cooperatives in sustainable development and innovative initiatives. 

Role of Cooperatives in Sustainable Development and Innovative Initiatives: 

Cooperatives are organizations owned and operated by a group of people who work together 

for a common purpose, usually to achieve economic, social, or cultural goals. These 

organizations play a significant role in promoting sustainable development by addressing 

issues such as poverty, inequality, and environmental sustainability. Cooperatives enable 

local communities to have a direct stake in their development, ensuring that economic 

benefits are shared more equally. They also encourage innovation by promoting collective 

problem-solving and supporting local initiatives that are both environmentally and 

economically viable. 
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Key Roles of Cooperatives: 

1. Economic Empowerment: Cooperatives help empower local communities by 

providing them with opportunities to pool resources, access credit, and increase 

income through collective efforts. 
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2. Sustainable Livelihoods: Many cooperatives focus on sustainable practices such as 

organic farming, fair trade, and eco-friendly products, ensuring long-term livelihoods 

for their members. 
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3. Environmental Sustainability: Cooperatives can promote sustainable environmental 

practices by encouraging the use of renewable resources, waste reduction, and 

sustainable agriculture. 
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4. Social Inclusion and Equity: Cooperatives promote social inclusion by involving 

marginalized communities, ensuring that benefits are distributed more equally among 

all members, and fostering community development. 
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5. Innovative Initiatives: Cooperatives often lead innovative initiatives, such as 

renewable energy projects, cooperative-based healthcare systems, or eco-tourism 

ventures, that focus on both social and environmental impact. 
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Examples of Cooperatives in Action: 

 Agricultural Cooperatives: In many countries, agricultural cooperatives help 

farmers access markets, share equipment, and receive fair prices for their products 

while promoting sustainable farming methods. 
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 Energy Cooperatives: Some cooperatives focus on renewable energy, where 

members contribute to and benefit from the production of solar or wind energy, 

reducing reliance on non-renewable resources. 
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