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1. Define the term Sustainability. Discuss the origins of the term Sustainable Development. 

Sustainability refers to the ability to maintain or improve certain processes or conditions 

over the long term without depleting natural resources, damaging the environment, or 

harming future generations. It emphasizes the need for balance between economic, social, 

and environmental factors to ensure that progress today does not come at the expense of 

future well-being. 
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Origins of Sustainable Development 

The term "Sustainable Development" gained prominence with the publication of the 

Brundtland Report in 1987, titled "Our Common Future." The report, by the World 

Commission on Environment and Development (WCED), defined sustainable development 

as meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to 

meet their own needs. It highlighted the interconnectedness of environmental, social, and 

economic issues, pushing for a more holistic approach to development. 
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What is sustainable livelihood ? Briefly explain different types of capital assets for achieving 
sustainable livelihood. 

Sustainable Livelihood refers to the capacity of individuals, households, or communities to 

secure and maintain a way of life that is economically viable, socially just, and 



 

 

environmentally sustainable over time. It involves having access to resources that allow 

people to meet their basic needs and improve their quality of life while conserving the 

environment for future generations. 
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Different Types of Capital Assets for Achieving Sustainable Livelihood 

1. Human Capital 
Human capital refers to the skills, knowledge, education, and health that individuals or 
communities possess. It is essential for securing employment, improving productivity, and 
adapting to changing environmental or economic conditions. 
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2. Social Capital 
Social capital refers to the networks, relationships, and social structures that enable people 
to work together for mutual benefit. Strong social networks are crucial for sharing resources, 
knowledge, and support. 

              

स             स        उ        ,       औ  स       स        स                    स   

        स                                               स              स स     , 

    औ  स        स                            

3. Natural Capital 
Natural capital consists of the natural resources and ecosystem services, such as land, water, 
air, biodiversity, and minerals, that people rely on for survival and livelihood. Maintaining 
these resources sustainably is vital for long-term livelihood security. 
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4. Financial Capital 
Financial capital includes savings, credit, and access to financial institutions. It enables 
individuals or communities to invest in livelihood activities, cope with financial shocks, and 
enhance overall economic resilience. 
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5. Physical Capital 
Physical capital refers to the infrastructure and tools required for productive activities, such 
as roads, buildings, machinery, and technology. Access to physical capital enables individuals 
and communities to increase efficiency and productivity. 
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Briefly explain any five challenges to sustainable economic growth. 

Challenges to Sustainable Economic Growth refer to obstacles that hinder the ability to 

achieve long-term economic progress while ensuring environmental preservation and social 

equity. Here are five key challenges: 
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1. Environmental Degradation 

The over-exploitation of natural resources, deforestation, and pollution lead to environmental 

degradation. This results in climate change, loss of biodiversity, and depletion of natural 

resources, all of which threaten the sustainability of economic growth. 
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2. Income Inequality 

Economic growth often benefits certain sections of society more than others, leading to 

income inequality. This disparity can undermine social stability, reduce access to education 

and healthcare, and hinder overall sustainable development. 
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3. Resource Scarcity 

As populations grow and demand for resources increases, there is a growing scarcity of vital 

resources like water, energy, and raw materials. This scarcity can limit economic growth and 

make it unsustainable in the long run. 
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4. Technological Challenges 

While technology can drive economic growth, there are challenges related to ensuring that 

technological advancements are environmentally sustainable and accessible to all sections of 

society. Without inclusive access, economic benefits may not be equally distributed. 
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5. Political Instability and Poor Governance 

Political instability and weak governance structures can disrupt economic activities, 

discourage investments, and hinder long-term economic planning. Poor governance can also 

lead to corruption, inefficient use of resources, and hinder progress towards sustainability. 
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What is agroforestry ? Give examples and advantages of multipurpose trees along the 

boundaries of the field 

Agroforestry is a land-use management system that combines agriculture and forestry 

practices to create more sustainable and productive land-use systems. It integrates trees, 

crops, and livestock on the same land, enhancing biodiversity, improving soil fertility, and 

providing multiple economic benefits. 
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Examples of Agroforestry 

1. Alley Cropping: Growing crops in rows between trees planted in alleys. This method 

helps in soil conservation and provides additional income through tree products. 
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2. Silvopasture: Integrating trees and grazing livestock. This practice provides shade for 

animals, while trees offer timber or fruit. 
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3. Agroforestry in Windbreaks: Planting trees along the boundaries of fields to protect 

crops from strong winds. 
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Advantages of Multipurpose Trees Along the Boundaries of the Field 

1. Soil Conservation: The roots of boundary trees help in preventing soil erosion and 

improving soil structure by binding the soil together. 
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2. Windbreak and Protection: Trees act as windbreaks, reducing the impact of strong 

winds on crops, preventing crop damage, and enhancing yields. 
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3. Biodiversity Enhancement: The presence of trees increases biodiversity by 

providing habitats for birds, insects, and small animals, which contribute to pest 

control. 
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4. Additional Income: Trees planted along field boundaries can provide valuable 

products such as timber, fruits, nuts, or medicinal plants, adding another source of 

income. 
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5. Microclimate Regulation: The trees help in regulating the microclimate by providing 

shade, reducing temperature extremes, and increasing humidity, benefiting both crops 

and livestock. 
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What is the full form of PIL ? How does it help as a tool for environmental protection ? 

Discuss any three inherent limitations of environmental PIL. 

PIL stands for Public Interest Litigation. It is a legal tool that allows individuals or groups 

to approach the court for the protection of public interest, including issues related to the 

environment, human rights, and social justice, even if they are not personally affected by the 

issue. 
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How PIL Helps as a Tool for Environmental Protection 

1. Raising Environmental Issues: PIL can be used to bring environmental issues, such 

as pollution, deforestation, and wildlife protection, before the court. It helps in 

highlighting issues that might otherwise be ignored by the authorities. 

                     PIL           
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2. Enforcing Environmental Laws: PIL helps ensure the enforcement of existing 

environmental laws and regulations, making it a tool for holding authorities 

accountable for environmental violations. 
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3. Promoting Public Awareness: PILs can also raise public awareness about 

environmental issues, encouraging collective action for environmental protection and 

creating a platform for public participation in environmental governance. 
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Three Inherent Limitations of Environmental PIL 

1. Limited Scope of Jurisdiction: Courts may only entertain PILs that fall under their 

jurisdiction. If the case is related to an issue outside the purview of the judiciary, it 

may not be considered. 
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2. Lack of Proper Monitoring: After a PIL is filed, the monitoring and enforcement of 

court orders can be challenging. There is often a lack of follow-up, making it difficult 

to ensure that the orders are implemented effectively. 
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3. Misuse of PIL: Sometimes, PILs are filed for personal or political reasons rather than 

for genuine public interest. This misuse can delay the legal process and waste judicial 

resources. 
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