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ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

Answers in both Hindi and English  

Part- 2  

 

1. Briefly explain any five challenges to sustainable economic growth. 

1. Environmental Degradation 

Overexploitation of natural resources and pollution often lead to 

environmental damage, which undermines long-term economic sustainability. 

               

                                और            र                      , 

                     र          र  र       

2. Income Inequality 

Unequal distribution of wealth can lead to social unrest, lower consumer 

spending, and hinder overall economic growth. 

आ          

               र                ,                   और           

                    र          

3. Political Instability 

Frequent political changes or conflicts can create uncertainty, discourage 

investment, and disrupt economic activities. 
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4. Lack of Infrastructure 



 

 

Inadequate infrastructure like transportation, energy, and communication can 

slow down business operations and economic development. 
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5. Global Economic Volatility 

Fluctuations in global markets, such as trade wars, inflation, or financial crises, 

can negatively affect national economies and hinder growth. 

      आ            
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Discuss the issues responsible for poverty and inequality in developing 

countries. 

1. Limited Access to Education 

Lack of quality education restricts opportunities for individuals, leading to low 

skill development and poor job prospects, perpetuating poverty and inequality. 
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2. Unemployment and Underemployment 

High unemployment rates and underemployment, where individuals work in 

low-wage or unstable jobs, contribute to income inequality and economic 

vulnerability. 
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3. Unequal Distribution of Resources 



 

 

The concentration of wealth and resources in the hands of a few elites leads to 

significant disparities in living standards and opportunities for the majority. 

                     र  
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4. Poor Healthcare Systems 

Inadequate healthcare services lead to high mortality rates, low life 

expectancy, and poor quality of life, particularly affecting the poor and 

marginalized communities. 

 र              
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5. Corruption and Governance Issues 

Corruption in government and weak governance structures often result in 

inefficient use of resources, misallocation of funds, and failure to implement 

effective poverty reduction programs. 
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3. What is ‘North’ and ‘South’ in the debate of North-South divide ? Discuss 

the two approaches to solve North-South divide.  

The North-South divide refers to the socio-economic and political differences 

between the world's wealthy, industrialized countries (often referred to as the 

"Global North") and the poorer, developing nations (referred to as the "Global 

South").  

1. North-South Divide 



 

 

Global North 

The "Global North" refers to the wealthy, industrialized countries, mainly 

located in the northern hemisphere. These countries are characterized by high 

levels of economic development, advanced infrastructure, and political 

stability. 
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Global South 

The "Global South" comprises countries that are still developing, facing 

challenges such as poverty, low industrialization, limited access to education, 

and health services. These nations are often located in the southern 

hemisphere. 
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2. Two Approaches to Solve the North-South Divide 

Approach 1: Modernization Theory 

This approach argues that developing countries can achieve economic growth 

and development by following the same path taken by the industrialized 

nations of the Global North. This includes adopting advanced technology, 

improving education, and industrialization. 

         (Modernization)        
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Approach 2: Dependency Theory 



 

 

The Dependency Theory suggests that the Global South remains poor and 

underdeveloped because of the exploitation and unequal relationships 

established by the Global North. It advocates for economic self-reliance, 

decolonization, and reducing dependency on wealthy nations. 
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Both these approaches offer different solutions to closing the economic and 

developmental gap between the North and South, with the first emphasizing 

emulation of the North's path, while the second calls for structural changes 

and independence from external forces. 
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