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Topic 1
The current status of the United States in the global hierarchy of power

The current status of the United States in the global hierarchy of power reflects a combination of
enduring strengths and emerging challenges:

Strengths of the U.S.

Economic Dominance: The U.S. continues to be the largest economy in the world, with significant
influence over global financial systems. The U.S. dollar remains the dominant global reserve
currency, reinforcing its economic power.
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Military Superiority: The U:S. boasts unmatched military strength, with advanced technology and the
ability to deploy forces worldwide. Its defense budget is the largest in the world, ensuring its military
dominance.
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Technological Leadership: The U.S. is at the forefront of technological innovation, excelling in fields
such as artificial intelligence, biotechnology, and space exploration. It continues to lead globally,
particularly in comparison to rising powers like China.
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Global Influence: The U.S. exerts significant influence through its involvement in international
organizations like NATO and the UN, shaping global policies on security, trade, and diplomacy.
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Challenges Facing the U.S.




China's Rise: China’s rapid economic growth and expanding geopolitical influence present a major
challenge to U.S. dominance, particularly in Asia and Africa.
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Shift to a Multipolar World: Emerging powers like India, Brazil, and the European Union are
advocating for a more balanced world order, signaling a decline in U.S.-centric global structures.
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Domestic Issues: Political polarization, economic inequality, and social divisions within.the U.S. may
weaken its ability to lead effectively on the global stage.
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In summary, while the U.S. retains its position as a major global power, it faces increasing
competition and challenges that could reshape the global power structure.

Topic 2

Difference Between International Terrorism and Cross-Border Terrorism

International terrorism and cross-border terrorism are closely related but distinct phenomena.
Below is a detailed comparison with examples:

1. Definition

International Terrorism: Acts of terror that involve multiple countries, either in planning, execution,
or targets, beyond a single national boundary.
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Cross-BorderTerrorism: Acts of terrorism that originate in one country but are carried out in
another, often involving neighboring states.
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2. Scope and Reach

International Terrorism: Operates on a global scale, targeting multiple countries or international
organizations.
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Cross-Border Terrorism: Primarily confined to neighboring countries, focusing on regional disputes.
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3. Examples
International Terrorism:

The 9/11 attacks on the United States by Al-Qaeda involved terrorists from various countries and
targeted a global superpower.
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Cross-Border Terrorism:

Terrorist attacks in India, like the 2008 Mumbai attacks, were planned and executed by groups based
in Pakistan.
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4. Motivation

International Terrorism: Driven by ideological, religious, or political goals that transcend national
boundaries, such as establishing a global caliphate.
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Cross-Border Terrorism: Often motivated by territorial disputes or regional rivalries between
neighboring countries:
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5. Actors Involved

International Terrorism: Includes transnational organizations like Al-Qaeda, ISIS, or Boko Haram,
with networks spanning across continents.
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Cross-Border Terrorism: Often involves state-sponsored groups or militants with direct or indirect
support from one country targeting another.
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6. Impact on Global Stability

International Terrorism: Threatens global peace and security, prompting international coalitions to
combat it (e.g., NATO's fight against ISIS).
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Cross-Border Terrorism: Affects bilateral relations and regional stability, often escalating tensions
between neighboring countries (e.g., India-Pakistan).
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7. Response Mechanisms

International Terrorism: Addressed through global cooperation, such as the United Nations' counter-
terrorism measures and international treaties.
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Cross-Border Terrorism: Tackled through diplomatic pressure, military action, or counter-terrorism
operations between the involved countries.
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Summary

International Terrorism operates across multiple nations with global ambitions, while Cross-Border
Terrorism is more localized, focused on regional conflicts.
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