MPS — 002 IMPORTANT QUESTIONS

IGNOU MA POLITICAL SCIENCE

EXAMINE THE NORTH SOUTH DIVIDE IN GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT CRISIS

The North-South Divide refers to the socio-economic and political differences
between the more developed, wealthy countries in the Northern Hemisphere
(commonly known as the "Global North") and the less developed, often poorer
countries in the Southern Hemisphere (known as the "Global South"). This
divide is not strictly geographical but is rooted in historical, economic, and
environmental disparities that have shaped the global landscape.
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North-South Divide in the Global Environmental Crisis:

¢ Industrialization and Historical Responsibility

. Developed countries, primarily in the Northern Hemisphere, contributed
significantly to-greenhouse gas emissions during early stages of
industrialization.

. These countries are often considered more historically responsible for
today's environmental crisis because of their past industrial activities.

« Many Southern nations argue that the North has already polluted the
environment significantly, so it should bear a larger responsibility for
addressing the crisis.
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e Development and Economic Priorities

« Southern countries prioritize issues like development and poverty
alleviation, making it difficult for them to reduce carbon emissions
significantly.

« While Northern countries can prioritize environmental.issues more easily,
Southern nations still need to focus on economic growth and meeting
basic needs.

« Southern countries argue that environmental restrictions might slow down
their economic progress.

. o R enfde urufireant

o ool 3= H famr ok Tia I+ o e &I Urifiidhar <t
STl §, Forad 39 ot e Icoid H HH! B Hid 8t
Tl g

o SEfP IR S GATARUTY HEl ) Trfiehdr ¢ gohd §, aférof
33 & fore enfdier 9f s oMk Jaryd srazadarsit &l qR1 &A1
siftaft T g

o cieqof -1} T AT 8 fob yafaroiiy ufaey Set sfdfes umfa
&I A R IHd B

e Financial and Technological Support

« Southern, or developing, nations seek financial and technological support
to implement environmental programs and adopt green energy.

« Northern countries often pledge support but face criticism for either
insufficient levels of aid or delays in providing it.

« This imbalance can lead to distrust between the North and South.
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e Resource Consumption and Emissions

Northern countries have high levels of consumption due to their
lifestyles, leading to greater resource use and greenhouse gas emissions.
In Southern countries, per capita emissions are comparatively low, but
population growth could put increasing pressure on the environment.
These factors create disagreements on which measures each side should

adopt.
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¢ Differences in Climate Change Policies

Northern countries tend to adopt strict climate change policies, while
Southern nations find it challenging to implement these policies due to
their economic situations.

Northern countries may expect the South to enforce similar policies,
while Southern nations ask for flexibility and more time.

This divide often surfaces in climate negotiations and complicates
international agreements.
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2. EXPLAIN THE ASIAN AFRICAN APPROACHES FOR,REGIONAL CO-OPERATION
1. Economic Integration and Trade Cooperation

Asian and African countries aimto strengthen their.economies through regional
trade agreements and economic partnerships. Organizations like the African
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) and the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) help reduce trade barriers and encourage free trade among
member countries. For example, AfCFTA aims to create a single African
market, making it easier for goods, services, and investments to flow between
countries.
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2. Focus on Peace and Conflict Resolution

To ensure regional stability, Asian and African countries emphasize peaceful
conflict resolution. The African Union (AU) and ASEAN both actively work to
mediate disputes and promote diplomacy. For instance, the AU has sent



peacekeeping missions to areas facing conflict, such as Sudan and Somalia. In
Asia, ASEAN has successfully promoted peaceful relations in the South China
Sea dispute by encouraging dialogue and cooperation.
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3. Investment in Sustainable Development

Both regions recognize the importance of sustainable development, focusing on
projects that protect the environment and support the well-being of their
citizens. The African Union’s Agenda 2063 and ASEAN’s Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) encourage member nations to invest in renewable
energy, sustainable agriculture, and eco-friendly infrastructure. For instance,
Kenya has invested in solar power to provide electricity to rural areas, reducing
dependence on non-renewable energy.
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4. Promoting Cultural Exchange and Mutual Understanding

Cultural exchange programs are essential for building stronger regional ties.
Asian and African countries host events like art exhibitions, student exchange
programs, and cultural festivals to encourage mutual respect and understanding.
For instance, the Asian-African Conference (also called the Bandung
Conference) emphasized cultural cooperation as a foundation for building a
shared identity and purpose between the regions.
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5. Collaboration on Health and Education

Health and education are crucial areas where Asian and African nations
collaborate to improve quality of life. African countries have adopted the
“Harmonization for Health in Africa” initiative to work.together on public
health issues, while ASEAN supports educational exchange and research
initiatives. For example, ASEAN has implemented scholarship programs for
students across Asia to study in different member countries, promoting a more
educated and connected generation.
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