IMPORTANT QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS
FOR DECEMBER 2024 & JUNE 2025 EXAMINATION
In Hindi & English both
PART-3
Write short notes on the following :
(a) Equality vs. Inequality
(b) Political Equality

(a) Equality vs. Inequality

Equality refers to a situation whereindividuals or groups have the same rights,
opportunities, and access to resources, regardless of their gender, race, religion,
or socioeconomic background.\lt means treating everyone fairly and giving
them the same chances to,succeed:
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Inequality, on the'other hand, refers to an imbalance where some individuals or
groups have.more rights, opportunities, or resources than others. This can be
due to discrimination, historical factors, or unequal distribution of wealth and
power.
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(b) Political Equality

Political equality means that every individual has the same right to participate in
political processes, such as voting, running for office, or engaging in debates,
regardless of their background. It ensures that all citizens are given equal
consideration in the decision-making process of a democratic society. Political
equality promotes fairness in governance and helps to avoid favoritism based on
wealth, status, or connections.
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Marxist Concept of CitizEnship:

The Marxist concept of eitizenship is rooted in Karl Marx's broader critique of
capitalism‘and his vision ofia classless society. According to Marxist theory,
citizenship, as‘understood«in capitalist societies, is inherently linked to class
struetures and economie inequalities. Marx argued that the rights and duties
associated with citizenship often serve to maintain the existing class system,
benefiting the caprtalist class (bourgeoisie) while marginalizing the working
class (proletariat).
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1. Citizenship as a Bourgeois Construct:
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« Marxists believe that in capitalist societies, citizenship is shaped by the
interests of the bourgeoisie (the owners of capital). The legal and political
rights given to citizens, such as property rights, freedom of,speech, and
voting rights, are structured in a way that preserves the dominance of the
capitalist class.
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« Although citizens may appear,to have equal rights, the economic and

social power imbalance betweenithe bourgeoisie and the proletariat
makes true equality impassible.
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2. False Sense of Equality:
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« In Marxist thought, the concept of citizenship in capitalist societies
creates a false sense of equality. While all citizens might technically have
the same political rights, their economic conditions are vastly different.



The rich have more influence, resources, and power, which allows them
to manipulate the political system to their advantage.
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This false equality masks the real class struggle, where the working class
is exploited for labour while the capitalist class accumulates wealth.
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3. True Citizenship in a Classless Society:
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For Marxists, truewcitizenship can only be achieved in a classless society
where the meanswef production are owned collectively, and there is no
exploeitation of.ithe wierking class. In such a society, the state will no
longer exist as a teol'of the capitalist class but will represent the
collective interests of all citizens equally.
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Marx envisioned a society where all individuals would have equal access
to resources, opportunities, and political power, making true citizenship
possible for everyone.
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4. Abolition of Class-Based Citizenship:
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« Marxism calls for the abolition of class-based citizenship, where legal
rights and political power are tied to wealth and secial'status. Marxists
argue that as long as capitalism exists, the eencept oficitizenship will
continue to be a tool of the ruling class.to maintain‘their power.

. ARG aH- TR ANTRGAl & STl SR Bl 8, STal
BT SHABR SR AcHIfp Ufe e iR Jranfores fRufa I S et
g | ATRiaTedl &1 dd & [PSeamysiarg HielG ¢, a9 dd ARTRad]
DI ATURTT TS I P [T U Rifad §TE G BT A1 F1
el

. The goal is to create,a society, where citizenship is not determined by
one's class or(wealth but by their role as a contributing member of a
collectivesseciety.
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