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Elaborate upon either positive or negative liberty. 

Positive Liberty: 

Positive liberty refers to the freedom to achieve one's potential and make 

meaningful choices in life. It is the ability to take control of your own actions 

and decisions. This type of liberty is not just about being free from restrictions 

but also about having the power and opportunities to fulfill your goals and 

desires. For example, if a person wants to get a good education, positive liberty 

means having access to schools, resources, and support to pursue that education. 
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Negative Liberty: 

Negative liberty means freedom from interference or restrictions. It is the 

absence of external constraints that might prevent a person from acting as they 

wish. Negative liberty focuses on the idea that people should be free to do what 

they want as long as they do not harm others. For instance, negative liberty 

allows someone to express their opinions or practice their religion without 

interference from the government or other people. 
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Difference Between Positive and Negative Liberty: 

Positive liberty focuses on what a person can do with their freedom, while 

negative liberty is concerned with being free from obstacles. In positive liberty, 

the individual needs support, resources, or opportunities to make use of their 

freedom. In negative liberty, the person simply needs to be left alone to act 

freely without interference. Both types of liberty are important for a balanced 

society, but they emphasize different aspects of freedom. 

         औ                                                  

                                                                 

       ,                                                       

                                         ,                       

उ                      ,                                       

                 ,                                                

                                                                 ,          

             -                           

 

Example in Real Life: 

A person living in a society with negative liberty might be free to start a 

business without government interference. However, to truly take advantage of 

that freedom (positive liberty), they would need access to education, financial 

resources, and opportunities to make their business successful. This shows how 

both types of liberty can complement each other. 
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John Rawls’ Theory of Justice: 

John Rawls was a political philosopher who introduced a concept of justice 

known as "justice as fairness." His theory focuses on creating a fair and equal 

society where everyone has the same opportunities, regardless of their 

background or circumstances. Rawls believed that justice should not be based 

on luck or privilege but should ensure that all individuals have access to basic 

rights and opportunities. 
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The Original Position and the Veil of Ignorance: 

One of Rawls' key ideas is the "original position," where people make decisions 

about society without knowing their own place in it. To do this, Rawls 

suggested using a "veil of ignorance." Under this veil, individuals don’t know if 

they will be rich or poor, educated or uneducated, or belong to any particular 

race, gender, or class. This way, people will choose principles of justice that are 

fair to everyone because they won't know their future status and will want to 

ensure fairness for all. 
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Two Principles of Justice: 

From the original position, Rawls proposed two key principles of justice: 

1. Equal Basic Rights: Everyone should have equal rights, such as freedom 

of speech, the right to vote, and personal liberties. 

2. Difference Principle: Social and economic inequalities are acceptable 

only if they benefit the least advantaged members of society. In other 

words, inequalities should help uplift those who are worse off, rather than 

widen the gap between the rich and poor. 
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Fair Equality of Opportunity: 

Rawls also emphasized the idea of "fair equality of opportunity." This means 

that everyone should have a fair chance to succeed in life, no matter where they 

come from. For example, a person from a poor family should have the same 



 

 

chance to go to a good school and get a good job as someone from a wealthy 

family. This principle aims to remove barriers that unfairly disadvantage certain 

groups of people. 
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Justice as Fairness: 

Rawls’ theory is often summarized as "justice as fairness." He believed that a 

fair society is one where everyone has equal basic rights, where inequalities 

benefit the least advantaged, and where there is true equality of opportunity. His 

ideas have influenced many discussions on social justice, fairness, and how to 

structure societies to promote equality. 
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FOR OTHER PARTS OF THIS SERIES LINK IS GIVEN BELOW IN THE 

DESCRIPTION.  

 

 

 


