
 

 

BSOC-133 : SOCIOLOGICAL THEORIES 

IMPORTANT QUESTIONS FOR EXAM 

MUST WATCH TO SCORE GOOD MARKS 

Part -2 

Discuss marks view on social change and revolution.  

                औ                                          

Karl Marx's views on social change and revolution emphasize the importance of class struggle and 

the inevitable collapse of capitalism.  

He believed that the proletariat, through revolutionary action, would overthrow the bourgeoisie and 

establish a classless, stateless society based on collective ownership and the distribution of 

resources based on need. 
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1. Historical Materialism 

Karl Marx believed that the way society is organized is determined by its economy. This means that 

the tools, machines, land, and resources used for production (like factories, land, etc.) affect 

everything else in society, including politics, law, and culture. For example, if a country has lots of 

factories and machinery, the way people work, live, and interact with each other will be different 

than in a country that relies on farming. Changes in how things are produced can lead to changes in 

how society is organized, which can eventually lead to a revolution. 

Example: In a factory-based society (like modern capitalism), a small group of people (the capitalists 

or bourgeoisie) owns the factories, while most people (the workers or proletariat) have to sell their 

labor to survive. This creates tensions and can eventually lead to social change. 
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2. Class Struggle 



 

 

Marx believed that all of history is a story of conflict between different social classes. In a 

capitalist society, the main conflict is between the capitalists (who own the factories, land, 

and resources) and the workers (who sell their labor to survive). The capitalists want to keep 

their profits high by paying workers less, while workers want better wages and working 

conditions. This conflict is what leads to social change and revolution. 
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Example: Think about a worker who gets paid very little for long hours in a factory. The 

worker may eventually demand higher wages or better conditions. If the workers unite and 

fight back, they could force the owners to make changes or even overthrow the system 

entirely. 
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Compare Marx's and Weber's views on class. 

     औ                                               

Marx's View on Class 
Karl Marx saw class as primarily determined by one’s relationship to the means of 

production, such as land, factories, and resources. He argued that society is divided into two 

main classes: the bourgeoisie (capitalists) and the proletariat (workers). The bourgeoisie owns 

the means of production and exploits the labour of the proletariat. The proletariat, on the 

other hand, sells their labor in exchange for wages. According to Marx, the conflict between 

these two classes is the driving force of social change, and eventually, the proletariat will 

overthrow the bourgeoisie, leading to a classless society. 
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Weber's View on Class 
Max Weber, unlike Marx, believed that class is not only determined by one's relationship to 

the means of production but also by other factors such as status and power. Weber defined 

class in terms of economic opportunities and life chances, which are influenced by factors 

like education, occupation, and social connections. He identified multiple classes, including 

the upper class (owners), middle class (professionals, managers), and lower class (manual 

laborers, unskilled workers). Weber emphasized that class alone does not explain all social 

inequalities; factors like status and power are also crucial in determining a person’s position 

in society. 
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Key Differences 

1. Basis of Class Division 
o Marx: Class is primarily based on economic factors, specifically one's relationship to 

the means of production (owners vs. workers). 
o Weber: Class is based on a combination of economic factors, social status, and 

power, emphasizing multiple dimensions of inequality. 

2. Class Conflict 
o Marx: Believes that class conflict between the bourgeoisie and proletariat is the key 

driver of social change. 
o Weber: Sees class conflict as one of many factors but does not see it as the sole 

driving force of social change. He includes status and power as other influential 
factors. 
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What are ideal types ? Outline their main characteristics.  

                ?                                 

Ideal types are theoretical models created by Max Weber to help understand social 

phenomena. They represent the purest, most simplified version of a concept or social 

situation, focusing on the most important features while ignoring less significant details. The 

purpose of ideal types is not to describe reality exactly but to provide a tool to compare 

different situations and analyze social structures. For example, Weber used the ideal type of 

"bureaucracy" to describe the most efficient form of organization, focusing on its key 

characteristics like hierarchical structure, rules, and specialization. 
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Main Characteristics of Ideal Types 

Abstract and Theoretical 
Ideal types are not something you can observe directly in the real world. They are 

ideas created to help you understand a social phenomenon in its most basic and pure 

form. For example, Weber’s "ideal type of capitalism" describes capitalism in its most 

idealized form, where everything runs on free market principles and competition, 

though real-world capitalism may have some differences. 
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Generalized Representation 
An ideal type does not refer to a specific, real-life example. It is a general idea that 

highlights the key features of a phenomenon. For example, an "ideal family" might be 

described as a nuclear family with a mother, father, and children, but in reality, 

families may look very different. 
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Used for Comparison and Analysis 
Ideal types are used to compare different real-world situations. They provide a 

standard to help sociologists understand patterns and differences in society. For 

example, Weber’s ideal type of "traditional authority" (rule based on tradition) can be 

compared with "legal-rational authority" (rule based on laws and regulations) to 

analyze different types of leadership in societies. 
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Purpose of Understanding, Not Description 
Ideal types are not meant to be accurate descriptions of reality but rather conceptual 

tools that help in understanding social phenomena. They guide researchers to better 

analyze and interpret complex situations. For example, the ideal type of "democracy" 

can help sociologists examine how different governments measure up to democratic 

principles like participation and equality, even if no society is a perfect democracy. 
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Compare Marx's and Weber's views on capitalism. 

                 औ                                  

Marx and Weber had different views on capitalism. Marx viewed it as a system of 

exploitation that would eventually be overthrown, while Weber saw it as a rational system 

driven by cultural factors and efficiency. Marx focused on the economic and material aspects, 

while Weber highlighted the role of culture and values in shaping capitalism. 
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Key Differences Between Marx and Weber on Capitalism 
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Nature of Capitalism 

o Marx: He saw capitalism as inherently exploitative and believed it would 

eventually lead to the downfall of the capitalist system. 

o Weber: He saw capitalism as a rational system focused on profit and 

efficiency, not just exploitation. He believed it developed through cultural 

factors like the Protestant Ethic. 
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Role of Culture and Values 

o Marx: Marx did not emphasize culture in capitalism; he focused mainly on the 

economic and material aspects of the system. 

o Weber: Weber gave great importance to culture, particularly the role of 

religion (e.g., Protestantism) in shaping the capitalist spirit. 

       औ                  

o     :                                                 ,                 

                   औ            ओ                     

o     :                               ,                 (               )    

                                                           

 



 

 

Social Change and Revolution 

o Marx: Believed that capitalism would eventually lead to class struggle, which 

would result in a revolution and the creation of a classless society. 

o Weber: Did not focus on revolution. He believed that capitalism would 

continue to evolve, influenced by rationalization and cultural factors. 
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