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What is a social group? Explain the bases of the classification of social groups. 

A social group is a collection of people who interact with each other, share common 

interests, and have a sense of belonging. These groups are important in shaping individual 

behavior, identity, and social norms. A social group can be small, like a family, or large, like 

a country. The members of a group usually follow similar rules, values, and expectations, 

which help in creating a sense of unity and community. Social groups influence how we 

think, act, and relate to others in society. 
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Bases of Classification of Social Groups 

Social groups can be classified based on several factors.  

Below are the main bases of classification: 

1. Based on Membership: 

 Primary Groups: These are small groups with close, personal relationships. People 

in primary groups know each other very well and interact frequently. Examples 

include family and close friends. 



 

 

 Secondary Groups: These are larger groups with less personal and more formal 

relationships. Members of secondary groups may not know each other well and 

interact less frequently. Examples include workplaces or schools. 
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2. Based on the Purpose of the Group: 

 Instrumental Groups: These groups are formed for a specific goal or purpose. The 

members work together to achieve something. Examples include sports teams or 

business groups. 

 Expressive Groups: These groups are formed to provide emotional support and 

fulfill social needs. Members join these groups to connect emotionally and share 

experiences. Examples include support groups or social clubs. 
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3. Based on the Size of the Group: 

 Small Groups: These groups have few members and allow more personal interaction. 

Examples include a family or a close-knit friend group. 

 Large Groups: These groups have many members and interactions are less personal. 

Examples include a school or a community organization. 
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4. Based on Group Structure: 

 Formal Groups: These groups have a clear structure, with defined roles and 

responsibilities. Examples include a company or a government organization. 



 

 

 Informal Groups: These groups have no formal structure. Members interact freely 

without specific roles or rules. Examples include a group of friends or a 

neighborhood gathering. 
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What are the agencies of social control? Discuss. 

Social control refers to the mechanisms, strategies, and institutions that societies use to 

regulate individual behavior and maintain social order. These mechanisms are necessary to 

ensure that individuals follow social norms, laws, and rules. Social control helps in 

preventing chaos and maintaining peace and stability in a society. Various agencies of social 

control work together to influence people's behavior and guide them in the right direction, 

ensuring that social norms and values are followed. 
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1. Family: 

 The family is the first and most important agency of social control. From an early age, 

children learn social norms, values, and behavior patterns within the family. Parents 

and other family members teach children how to behave in society, guiding them to 

follow rules and respect authority. 

 The family not only provides emotional support but also plays a role in shaping 

individual behavior by setting limits and expectations. 
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2. Education System: 



 

 

 The education system, including schools, colleges, and universities, plays a significant 

role in socializing individuals. Through education, individuals learn about social 

norms, rules, and ethics. Teachers and educational institutions act as authority figures 

who guide students in understanding what is acceptable behavior in society. 

 Schools also teach the importance of discipline, cooperation, and respect for others, 

which are essential for maintaining social order. 
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3. Religion: 

 Religion is another powerful agency of social control. It provides moral guidance and 

teaches individuals how to behave according to divine or spiritual laws. Religious 

leaders and institutions play an important role in reinforcing social norms and values 

by encouraging adherence to religious teachings. 

 Many religions emphasize the concepts of good and bad, reward and punishment, 

which influence people's behavior and encourage them to follow societal rules. 
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4. Law and Legal Institutions: 

 Law enforcement agencies like the police, courts, and other legal institutions are the 

formal means of social control. They ensure that laws are followed, and they enforce 

penalties for violations. Legal systems serve as an authority that holds people 

accountable for their actions and ensures justice. 

 Laws reflect the values and norms of a society and act as a deterrent against 

wrongdoing. When individuals break laws, they are punished, which discourages 

others from engaging in similar behavior. 
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5. Mass Media: 

 The mass media plays a key role in shaping societal norms and values. Through 

television, newspapers, social media, and other platforms, mass media influence 

public opinion and help in setting social standards. 

 Mass media can act as an agent of social control by spreading information about 

acceptable behaviors, highlighting the consequences of deviance, and promoting ideas 

of morality and justice. 
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Discuss the relationship between History and Sociology. 

History and Sociology are two distinct yet interconnected disciplines. History focuses on 

studying past events, people, and societies to understand how they shaped the present, while 

sociology examines society, social behaviors, structures, and institutions in the present and 

seeks to understand how they influence individuals and groups. Despite their differences, 

both disciplines share a close relationship, as the study of history provides valuable insights 

into societal development, and sociology helps interpret how historical processes affect 

contemporary societies. 
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Relationship Between History and Sociology 



 

 

1. Interconnectedness: 

 History provides the background of social events, movements, and changes that sociology 
studies. Sociologists often use historical data and events to explain social structures and 
behaviors. 

 Sociology examines the ongoing impact of historical events on modern societies, such as 
how past wars, revolutions, and colonialism shape current social conditions. 
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2. Social Change: 

 Both disciplines study social change, but while history focuses on changes that have already 
occurred, sociology looks at the processes of social change and how they are happening in 
contemporary society. 

 For instance, the Industrial Revolution is studied in history for its long-term impact, while 
sociology examines the current effects of industrialization on social relations and labor 
systems. 
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3. Understanding Societies: 

 History helps sociologists understand the evolution of different social structures and 
institutions over time, such as family, religion, government, and economy. 

 Sociology helps historians understand how societal norms, values, and relationships shaped 
historical events. 
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