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TOPIC-1  

Meaning of Directive Principles of State Policy 
The Directive Principles of State Policy are guidelines that the state must 
consider while making laws and formulating policies. Although these principles 
are not enforceable by the courts, they play a crucial role in shaping the state's 
governance. These principles, which aim to create a just society, were adopted 
after debates in the Indian Constituent Assembly from November 15, 1947, to 
October 17, 1949. They are inspired by the Irish Constitution and are part of 
Part IV of the Indian Constitution. 
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Directive Principles of State Policy Features 
The Directive Principles of State Policy have several key features: 

 They are non-justiciable, meaning they cannot be enforced by the 
courts. 

 They are fundamental to the governance of the country and are to be 
considered when making laws. 



 

 

 They are based on socio-economic rights, such as the right to education, 
work, and property. 

 Their main aim is to create conditions that allow citizens to lead a good 
life. 

 They serve as a guide for the future legislature and executive.     
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Legal Provisions of the Directive Principles of State Policy 
Articles 36 to 51 in the Indian Constitution deal with the Directive Principles. 
They are not legally enforceable by the courts, but they are fundamental to the 
country's governance. The principles aim to guide the government in shaping 
laws related to social justice, economic welfare, and human rights. 
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Differences Between Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State 
Policy 

 Fundamental Rights are justiciable, meaning courts can enforce them. 
Directive Principles, however, are non-justiciable. 

 Fundamental Rights restrict the state’s actions, while Directive 
Principles guide the state in welfare policies. 



 

 

 Fundamental Rights are negative (restrictive), while Directive Principles 
are positive (they direct action for welfare). 
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Conclusion 
The main goal of the Directive Principles is to establish a welfare state where 
every citizen has guaranteed basic rights, and no one is exploited. While these 
principles are not enforceable in courts, they provide important guidelines for 
the government's legislative and policy-making processes. These principles are 
vital in the pursuit of social and economic democracy in India. 
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TOPIC - 2 

Fundamental Duties in India 

Meaning of Fundamental Duties 
Fundamental Duties are a set of moral obligations that every citizen in India is 
expected to follow to contribute to the welfare of the country. These duties 
were added to the Constitution by the 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 under 
Article 51A. The main objective of these duties is to ensure that citizens 
understand their responsibilities towards the nation and promote national 
unity, integrity, and harmony. 

                     

                                                                      

                                                      42           

            य  1976             51A                                     



 

 

                                                               

                    औ             ,        औ                      

List of 11 Fundamental Duties 

Abide by the Constitution and Respect the National Flag & Anthem 

Follow the Ideals of the Freedom Struggle 

Protect the Sovereignty and Integrity of India 

Defend the Country and Render National Services When Called Upon 

Develop the Spirit of Common Brotherhood 

Preserve the Composite Culture of the Country 

Preserve the Natural Environment 

Develop Scientific Temper and Humanism 

Safeguard Public Property and Avoid Violence 

Strive for Excellence in All Spheres of Life 

Duty of Parents/Guardians to Send Children Aged 6-14 Years to School 
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Enforcement of Fundamental Duties 
Fundamental Duties are non-justiciable, meaning they are not enforceable by 
courts. The Constitution does not provide any law for the direct enforcement 
or punishment of these duties. However, the government can pass laws 
related to public welfare that encourage citizens to follow these duties. 
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Criticism of Fundamental Duties 

1. Lack of Enforcement Mechanism 
The absence of an enforcement mechanism is the primary criticism, as 
there is no law to punish individuals who do not follow these duties. 

2. Incompleteness 
Some essential subjects like paying taxes, voting, and family planning are 
not included in the list of fundamental duties, which some experts feel 
should be there. 

3. Vague Definitions 
Many of the duties are not clearly defined, making them difficult to 
interpret and implement effectively. 
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TOPIC-3  

Evolution of Multi-Party System in India 

The evolution of the multi-party system in India is a story of significant political 
changes since the country’s independence in 1947. Initially, the Indian National 
Congress (INC) dominated the political landscape, continuing its legacy from 
the National Movement. For the first two decades post-independence, 
Congress had a stronghold on power, and the country’s political system was 
largely a one-party system. Congress was able to unite various social groups 
under one banner due to its organizational strength. 
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However, the socio-economic shifts in the 1960s and 1970s led to the 
emergence of new political forces. As India’s political landscape became more 
complex, new parties representing middle peasants, backward castes, and 
Dalits began to gain prominence. The failure of Congress to accommodate the 
growing demands of these groups weakened its position, and by the end of the 
1980s, the Congress System crumbled, paving the way for a multi-party 
system. This led to the rise of coalition governments at both the Union and 
state levels. For example, the National Democratic Alliance (NDA), led by the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), and the United Progressive Alliance (UPA), led by 
the Indian National Congress (INC), represent such coalitions. 

       , 1960 औ  1970                  -                           

                               -                                  



 

 

       ,         ,               औ                                  

                                                                                

                                    , औ  1980                  

                       ,                                            

         औ                                                       , 

                 (BJP)                                          (NDA) औ  

                     (INC)                                     (UPA)    

                              

Examples 
Various political parties like the BJP, INC, Communist Party of India (CPI), 
Samajwadi Party (SP), Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), and regional parties such as 
the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), and DMK contest 
general elections. Coalitions like NDA (led by BJP) and UPA (led by INC) often 
form to create a government. 
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Advantages of the Multi-Party System 

1. Representation of Diverse Interests 
It allows for the representation of various social, economic, and regional 
groups, making the government more inclusive. 
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2. Peaceful Government Transition 

A multi-party system encourages peaceful changes in government as 
parties wait for their turn to come into power, reducing the likelihood of 
forceful transitions. 



 

 

                        

                                                          ,          

                           ,                                      

    
3. Fosters Opposition and Criticism 

The presence of opposition parties enables constructive criticism of the 
government’s policies, ensuring accountability. 
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4. Federalism 

The multi-party system strengthens India's federal structure, ensuring 
better representation of regional issues and concerns. 
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Disadvantages of the Multi-Party System 

1. Difficulty in Forming Stable Governments 
Often no single party wins an absolute majority, making it hard to form a 
stable government. Coalitions formed may be weak and prone to 
breaking. 
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2. High Election Costs 

Political parties spend large sums on campaigns, advertisements, and 
rallies, which can be financially draining. 
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3. National Divisions 

Multiple parties competing for dominance can lead to unhealthy rivalry, 
dividing the nation along political lines and hindering progress. 
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4. Voter Confusion 

With too many parties in the fray, voters may find it difficult to make a 
choice, leading to confusion. 
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