
 

 

BACHELOR OF ARTS (GENERAL) (CBCS) (BAG) 

Term-End Examination December, 2024 

BPSC-131: INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL THEORY 

Must watch to score good marks  

 

1. Explain What is Politics.  

1. Power and Authority 

 Politics is about who has the power to make decisions and control important matters 

in society. Leaders and governments hold this power and use it to make laws, rules, 

and decisions for the people. 

 Example: In a democracy, the government is elected by the people, and it makes 

decisions based on what is best for the country. 
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2. Governance and Government 

 Politics is how a society organizes itself to make decisions and solve problems. The 

government is the body that runs the country, makes laws, and takes care of important 

issues like health, education, and security. 

 Example: The government in India helps maintain law and order, provides education, 

and takes care of public health. 
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3. Public Policy 

 Public policy is the government’s plan or decisions to address issues like health, 

education, and the economy. It affects how people live and work in society. 



 

 

 Example: If the government makes a policy to provide free education for children, it 

impacts the lives of many families. 
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4. Political Parties and Ideologies 

 In politics, there are different groups called political parties. These parties have their 

own beliefs and ideas about how the country should be run. They compete to get 

power through elections. 

 Example: In the United States, the two main parties are the Democrats and the 

Republicans, each with different ideas about how the country should be governed. 
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5. Conflict and Cooperation 

 Politics often involves disagreements between different groups or people with 

different ideas. However, to make progress, it also needs cooperation and working 

together to solve problems and achieve goals. 

 Example: Countries may disagree on some issues but work together through talks or 

meetings to find solutions, such as peace agreements or trade deals. 
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2. Explain Theory of Natural Rights.  

1. Basic Concept of Natural Rights 



 

 

 The theory of natural rights suggests that every individual is born with certain basic 

rights that cannot be taken away or denied by any government or authority. These 

rights are considered to be inherent, meaning they exist naturally and are not granted 

by laws or rulers. 

 Example: Life, liberty, and property are examples of natural rights according to 

philosophers like John Locke. 
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2. Inalienable Rights 

 Natural rights are often described as inalienable, meaning they cannot be transferred 

or surrendered. These rights are considered permanent and should not be violated by 

any individual or government. 

 Example: The right to life is an inalienable right, meaning no one, including the state, 

has the right to take someone's life arbitrarily. 
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3. The Role of Government 

 According to the natural rights theory, the main role of the government is to protect 

these basic rights. The government exists to secure life, liberty, and property, and if it 

fails to do so, citizens have the right to rebel or replace it. 

 Example: If a government violates the natural rights of its citizens, as seen in 

revolutions like the American Revolution, the people have the right to overthrow it. 
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4. Equality of Rights 

 Natural rights theory also emphasizes that all individuals are equal in having these 

rights. No one is born with more or fewer natural rights than others, and every 

individual has an equal claim to life, liberty, and property. 

 Example: The Declaration of Independence in the United States states that "all men 

are created equal," which reflects the idea that every person has equal natural rights. 
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5. The Influence of Natural Rights 

 The theory of natural rights has had a profound influence on the development of 

democratic ideas and systems of government. It influenced key documents like the 

American Declaration of Independence and the French Declaration of the Rights of 

Man. 

 Example: The idea of natural rights played a major role in the American Revolution, 

as it justified the colonies' decision to seek independence from Britain. 
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