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The Satavahanas
Hliddlg- dq

The Satavahanas were an ancient Indian dynasty that ruled over the Deccan region, which
includes present-day Maharashtra, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh; and parts of Karnataka.
The dynasty is known for its political, cultural, and economic achievements, flourishing
primarily between 230 BCE and 220 CE. The Satavahanas played a pivotal role in the
development of Indian polity and culture, contributing significantly to the spread of
Brahmanism, art, and trade.
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Key Points:

1. Foundation and Early Rulers (SITY 3R URTYS TH®):
o The Satavahanas are believed to have been founded by Simuka, around 230
BCE.
o/ Theearly rulers of the dynasty expanded their territories by defeating the
Mauryas and other local kingdoms.
o Satakarni | is often regarded as one of the most notable rulers in the early
period for his military conquests and administration.
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2. Administrative and Economic Contributions (II'QI'IWW 3R GIT%@"E"H):

o The Satavahanas established a strong administrative system, with regional
governors overseeing different parts of their empire.




o They implemented land revenue systems, which became crucial in sustaining
their empire and generating resources for the state.

o The Satavahanas played a significant role in trade, particularly in the export
of textiles, spices, and precious stones.
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3. Cultural and Religious Influence (T fa® 3R eTfifes nuTa):

o The Satavahana rulers supported the growth of Brahmanismand Hinduism
but also showed tolerance towards other religions like Buddhism and
Jainism.

o They built many Buddhist stupas and viharas (monasteries), especially in the
regions of Nagarjunakonda and Amaravati.

o The dynasty also promoted the Prakrit language and literature, which
flourished during their reign.
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4. Decline of the Satavahanas (ATddTg dXI BT UdH):
o The decline of the Satavahana dynasty began around the 2nd century CE, due
to.internal conflicts, invasions by foreign tribes such as the Kushans and
Shakas, and growing instability.
o The empire fragmented into smaller regions, and by the 3rd century CE, the
Satavahanas ceased to be a dominant force, though they continued to influence
the region.

JATdd18 9= BT U (Decline of the Satavahanas):

o  IAATE- 9% B Ua- 2d] TaTadt $Edt & STIUN [ gofl, SHPH HRUT ATARD
o, fac=ft shfadt S HuTT 3R R & STHHTT 3R Fgdt fRURar At

. IET BI-BIe & H fauTira 8 mam, 3R adY wrarad) $¥it 9, Iradred dw
T YT ekl & &0 H 3if&ied # =761 387, BIeiifch 321+ 38 &5 TR THTd ST
T |




5. Legacy (faRTaen:
o The Satavahanas left behind a rich legacy of art, architecture, and literature.
Their patronage of Buddhism led to the flourishing of art and culture in
regions like Amaravati and Nagarjunakonda.
o The coins issued by the Satavahanas are also an important source of historical
information, as they often depict the rulers and provide insights into the
economic and cultural aspects of the period.

farmaa (Legacy):

. TIqaTe 99 3 e, IRl 3R AIeed B! T THG R Bt | ST dleg
o BT TRE0T o, FT SrRTad! 3R ARTIAD ST o & H Ha 3R Wi
BT I G|

. Gradre gRT SR} T e Rygas i WfdeTRis SHHRT 1 T Hgayui A1d &,
Fifp ZTH R WD B Saa! giat oY 3R T8 3 BId b 31 3R
ARpTaw Uggsit R YT STed 3|

What was the Kalinga War?

HANT G5k T UT?

The Kalinga War, fought in 261 BCE, was one of the most significant battles in ancient
Indian history. It was between the Maurya Empire, ruled by Emperor Ashoka, and the
kingdom of Kalinga (modern-day Odisha). The war left a profound impact on Ashoka,
transforming him from a conqueror into a promoter of peace and nonviolence.
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Key Points:

1. Cause of the War:
o The kingdom of Kalinga, located along the eastern coast of India, had been a
significant regional power and had long resisted Mauryan expansion.
o Despite several diplomatic attempts, Kalinga refused to submit to Ashoka’s
empire, prompting him to launch a military campaign to annex the territory.
o Ashoka, determined to expand his rule, saw Kalinga as a key obstacle to
further consolidating his empire. This resistance led to the war in 261 BCE.
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2. The Battle:

o The war was fierce and devastating, with Ashoka’s forces consisting of a well-
equipped army with war elephants, chariots, infantry, and cavalry.

o The Kalinga forces fought valiantly, but the sheer size and strength of the
Mauryan army led to their defeat.

o During the battle, Ashoka’s forces not only destroyed the Kalinga military but
also caused massive civilian casualties, including women, children, and the
elderly.

o According to Ashoka’s inscriptions, approximately 100,000 soldiers and
civilians died, and around 150,000 were captured or displaced.

o The brutal outcome of the war deeply disturbed Ashoka and left him with a
lasting sense of guilt and remorse.
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3. Ashoka’s Transformation:

o The massive loss of life and the destruction caused by the war overwhelmed
Ashoka, leading him to a profound change in perspective.

o Witnessing the suffering of the people, Ashoka began to question the morality
of his conquests and the violence that accompanied them.

o He renounced further military campaigns and turned to the teachings of
Buddhism, which emphasized compassion, nonviolence, and tolerance.

o Ashoka’s personal transformation was so significant that he adopted the
principles of Dhamma (moral law), focusing on ethical governance and social
welfare.

o He abandoned the ideals of imperial conquest and embraced a life of peace
and moral leadership.
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4. Ashoka’s Edicts:

o After the war, Ashoka issued a series of edicts (inscriptions) on stone pillars
and rocks throughout his empire, known as the Ashokan Edicts.

o These edicts emphasized the principlesof nonviolence, ethical living, religious
tolerance, and respect for all forms of life.

o Ashoka also focused on social welfare, including the establishment of
hospitals for both humans and animals, and the promotion of education and
justice.

o The edicts were inscribed in multiple languages and spread across different
regions, ensuring that his message of peace reached all corners of his empire.
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5. Legacy:

o The Kalinga War marked the end of Ashoka’s military conquests. He no
longer sought to expand his empire through war but instead focused on
spreading peace and Buddhism.

o Ashoka's reign became a model for ethical leadership, and his promotion of
Buddhism significantly influenced the religion’s spread to Southeast Asia and
other parts of the world.

o His commitment to Dhamma and his efforts to govern with compassion made
him one of India’s most revered rulers.

o The Kalinga War and its aftermath remain a powerful symbol of
transformation, showing how a violent ruler could change course and advocate
for peace and justice.
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Discuss the nature of biographies, poetry, and.drama assources offancient Indian
history.
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Ancient Indian history is primarily derived from a variety of sources, including literary
works such as biographies, poetry, and drama. These genres, though often not written with
historical accuracy in mind, offer valuable insights into the cultural, social, political, and
religious life of the time. They help reconstruct historical events and provide a glimpse into
the thought processes and values of the people in ancient India.

T HRTA SfdeR1 48 w0 2 fafs Sl 3 ured g 3, e anfe i efoat o
SitaT, Fiadr SR ATed 2l & | 3 e, gTaier UasTRis Aciwdl & v d 9
foret 13 g, fOhx ot B0 THg & IR aw, qmTfores, IeHiTae SR 4t S &t
HE@yUl STHGRI UG @Rl & | 3 g ge1af &1 GAHATT &+ # Hag HRdl §
3R UTElA MR & @l & foaR) 3R Jedl &t a0 @l § |

Key Points:

1. Biographies (Gfﬁ:ﬁ):

o Biographies in ancient India often focused on the lives of kings, saints, and
religious leaders. They were written to praise and commemorate the subjects,
rather than as factual historical accounts.

o Famous examples include the "*Ashvagosa's Buddha Charita", the
"Vasavadatta', and the ""Harshacharita' by Banabhatta. These texts
provide valuable information about the rulers, their achievements, and the
socio-political environment of the time.



o Though the primary purpose was not to document history, these works can
reveal insights into the values of the era, such as the ideals of kingship,
religious life, and moral conduct.
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2. Poetry (fad):

o Poetry in ancient India, especially in the form of epic poems like the
Mahabharata and Ramayana, was a major source of historical and cultural
knowledge. These epics blend mythology, history, and moral lessons.

o Though the epics are not strictly historical. documents, they offer a vivid
portrayal of the political structures, battles, social norms, and religious
practices of the time.

o Sanskrit poetry, particularly the works of poets like Kalidasa and Bharauvi,
also highlight the art, culture, and societal values that shaped ancient Indian
civilization.
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3. Drama (ATC®):

o Drama, as an artistic and cultural form, was used in ancient India for both
entertainment and moral instruction. Sanskrit drama like Kalidasa’s
“Shakuntala” and Bhasa's plays provide glimpses into the social and
political life of ancient India.

o The characters in these plays often reflect the social hierarchy, the role of
kings, the expectations from the common people, and the influence of religion
and ethics on daily life.



o Natya Shastra, the ancient text on performance arts, also provides significant
information about the cultural practices, rituals, and the role of drama in
shaping social behavior.
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4. Limitations and Subjectivity:

o While these sources provide valuable insights, they are often subjective and
influenced by the personal biases, religious beliefs, and political agendas of
the authors.

o The biographies might overemphasize the achievements of a king or saint,
while poetry and drama may mix historical events with mythology and moral
teachings, making it difficult to distinguish fact from fiction.

o Thus, while these literary forms offer a glimpse into the past, they need to be
cross-referenced with archaeological and other historical sources to verify the
accuracy of the information.
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5. Overall Contribution to Historical Knowledge (ﬁﬁﬂmﬁﬁﬂmﬂﬂﬁ

o Biographies, poetry, and drama all serve as important cultural documents that
help historians understand the values, customs, and beliefs of ancient Indian
society.

o They also offer insights into the lives of historical figures, the political
climate, and social dynamics of the time, even though they might not always
be accurate in terms of facts.

o Therefore, these literary forms are valuable supplements to other more direct
historical sources, such as inscriptions and archaeological findings.
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Write an essay on the evolution of political society in early Tamilaham.
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The evolution of political society in early Tamilaham (the region known today as Tamil Nadu
and parts of Kerala) represents a significant phase in South Indian history. From ancient
times, Tamilakam, as it was known, was characterized by complex political structures,
dynasties, and social hierarchies that shaped the region’s culture, economy, and governance.
The political system evolved from tribal confederacies to more centralized kingdoms,
fostering rich cultural and political traditions.
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Key Points:

1. Tribal Confederacies (SISITd I TH):

o Early Tamilaham was initially organized into tribal groups or confederacies,
known as the ""Muvendavel” (the Three Kings) and "*Pandiya"
confederation.

o These groups were often led by chieftains or kings, who were responsible for
the defense and welfare of their communities. However, political authority
was not centralized, and power was often fragmented.

o The earliest political organization in Tamilakam was that of republics or
republican assemblies, where leaders were chosen by the people from among
local chiefs or warriors.

ST 9Y (Tribal Confederacies):
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2. Formation of Kingdoms (ﬂﬁq?ﬁm:

o Over time, as the confederacies grew in size and power, they gradually
transformed into more structured kingdoms, with centralized-authority under
powerful rulers.

o Major kingdoms such as the Cholas, Cheras, and Pandyas began to emerge,
marking the shift from tribal leadership to monarchical rule.

o The Chola dynasty in particular began its dominance around the 3rd century
BCE and became one of the most prominent powers in South-India, extending
its influence over neighboring regions.

IS B RITGAT (Formation of Kingdoms):
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3. Political Organization and Governance (Trﬁf:ﬂﬁa?ﬂ"m Gﬁ'\"«’l’f‘\q"-l):

o Early Tamil kingdoms were organized with a king at the top of the political
hierarchy, supported by ministers, military commanders, and local rulers.

o The king was regarded as a semi-divine figure, often seen as the protector of
the land and its people. He had the authority to administer justice, levy taxes,
and command armies.

o The governance was supported by a system of councils, such as ""Uraiyur' in
the Chola kingdom, where local administrative duties were carried out by local
leaders or officials.

AP TiTe iR T (Political Organization and Governance):
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4. Economic and Social Structure (&I'I‘f% &ﬁvvmmm

o The political society in early Tamilaham was closely tied to agriculture, trade,
and the urban economy. The kings ensured the prosperity of their kingdoms by
promoting agriculture and controlling trade routes.

o Socially, the society was hierarchical with priests, warriors, traders, and
farmers forming the major groups. The social system was influenced by
Varna (the fourfold division of society) and later became more rigid under the
influence of Brahmanism.

o The administration of resources and land revenue was a crucial aspect of
governance, and local communities often had a say in how resources were
distributed and used.

3t 3R JrTfoTe TeHT (Economic and Social Structure):
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What do you'mean,by Mahajanapadas? Write about the 16 Mahajanapadas of the 6th
century in brief.
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The term Mahajanapada refers to the "great kingdoms™ or "republics™ that existed in ancient
India during the 6th century BCE. These Mahajanapadas were powerful political entities that
played a significant role in the development of early Indian civilization. There were 16
Mahajanapadas, and they were spread across the north and central regions of the Indian
subcontinent. They were either monarchies or republics, and each of these regions had its
own distinct culture, society, and political structure.

"HETSTYG" Reg 1 31 YT HRd & "He™ Il I1 *TURTSI" & & Sff 631 RdTedl 541
Td & SR i@ § 3| 3 AeToue Yfaa=ia ot sergal oJff forgia ureia
YR J3dT & [ H Agayul YfHewT TR | 16 HgTUE 3, S HR SUHGTGY




& IR IR A &1 H el §U A1 T ITT T TTURTA 3, 3R 34 TAD &3 D1 30+ iR

Tepid, THTS 3R oiHIfae® I ot

Key Points:

1. Anga (3f):
o Angawas located in the eastern part of India, near modern-day Bihar and
West Bengal. Its capital was Champa. It was a powerful kingdom known for

its trade and agricultural wealth.
3T (Ang):
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2. Magadha (HITY):
o Magadha was one of the most prominent Mahajanapadas, located in the region

of modern-day Bihar. Its capital was Rajagriha, later replaced by
Pataliputra. It played a central role in the rise of Buddhism and Jainism.

HITY (Magadha):
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36 | et YT AU

3. Kosala (H“ﬁﬂ?l’l):

o. Kosala was located in the region of modern-day Uttar Pradesh and part of
Nepal. Its capital was Ayodhya. Kosala was known for its strong political
influence and rich cultural heritage.

PIGET (Kosala):

o DA T & IR UG R AU & o0 T T o1 1 SHD! I Sravean oft|
HIAISMT AT Ao THTT 3R TG Tipiad eRIgX & fore ufiig ol

4. Vaji (@Tef):

o Vaji was a republic located in the northern region of India, particularly in the
area of modern-day Bihar. Its capital was Vaishali. It was a well-organized
republic and was one of the first states to adopt a republican form of
government.

areit (Vaji):



. TToll T TURTSY YT Sl HRA & ITRI HIT H fRUd U1, a9y U 3 39 & fogR &
| 3! IS a=et ot | 98 T JoAaryd TURTST AT 3R 9a Ugd
TURTSATHS UTE YT T %Y UT|

5. Malla (Hee):

o The Malla Mahajanapada was located in the present-day regions of Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar. Its capital was Kushinagar. The Malla kingdom was
known for its participation in early Buddhist councils.

Hedl (Malla):

. T HEISHUG gdHH IR U 3R fogR & & § fRud Ut 39! Isiemi
IR | e 9 URIYS i IRVGT H YT o o Fold ST S|

6. Chedi @fe):

o The Chedi Mahajanapada was located in the region around modern-day
Madhya Pradesh. Its capital was Suktimati. This kingdom played a minor role
in the overall political landscape of the time.

AfE (Chedi):

. AfS TBIOUG 3T & U UG & &3 T fRyd U1l 391 Ire=it Fiaawar At 59
ST 39 T & G [oiad aRved o Argat 4w s

7. Vatsa (doH):

o Vatsa was located in the region of modern-day Uttar Pradesh, with its capital
at Kausambi. It was an important kingdom and frequently interacted with
neighboring powers.

dcd (Vatsa):

o T HETOYG 319 & IR UG o & H FUq o, 3R ! oo IRt off|
I U Hedqul 3o AT 3R 3IRR TS Wfaadl & Iqry Yuds H Igar T

8. Kuru (§¥):

o__The Kuru Mahajanapada was located in the region of modern-day Haryana
and Delhi. Its capital was Indraprastha (modern-day Delhi). The Kurus were
significant in Vedic literature and played a central role in the Mahabharata
epic.

P (Kuru):

. T OGIOHUG 319 & g 3R Tt & & 7 U o7 | STq! AT SHud
(&nﬁr%ﬁqgﬂ);} R F% Ig e & Ag@yuf & 3R AEIHR HelHId | hatd
YT |

9. Panchala (4dTeD):



o The Panchala Mahajanapada was located in the northern part of India,
encompassing parts of modern-day Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand. Its capital
was Ahichhatra. The Panchalas played a significant role in the Mahabharata.

UdTd (Panchala):

U HETOHUE HRd & ITRI 4T H FRUG AT, Sl 31Tel & IR UK 3R ITIRIGS B
5O STl | et 31T UT| 58! A9 Sifgwsd ot | U=imell 4 HeTHRA H Heayul
Yftrept FAuTs ot

10. Surasena (JIET):

e Surasena was located in the region around modern-day Mathura. Its capital was
Mathura, and it was known for its role in trade and cultural development.

WT-IT (Surasena):

o R TEISUE 3TN o TYRT & U U UT| SHD! AT eT=t AYRT 2R, 3R T8
TR 3R ARG fawmr § ot UffiesT & g ST i ol

11. Assaka (SI¥HP):

o Assaka was located in the Deccan region, around modern-day Maharashtra and
Telangana. Its capital was Potali. It was an important kingdom in the southern part of
India.

D (Assaka):

. TP HEIGHUE iUl HRA 'SP &= H YT U1, Sl 31T & HERTY 3R dTHT &
ST U1 39! ST Yredt | I8 Sfémh YRd &1 Th Hgayqul 3T ol

12. Kambhoja (@HTel):

« . The Kambhoja region was located in the northwest, around modern-day Afghanistan
and Pakistan. It was a relatively less prominent Mahajanapada but known for its
strategic location.

&HUHIS (Kambhoja):

.  HHIS AIFUC ITR-UYH &7 H fRYT U1, &Y 31T & IBI-Ra 3R Ulfahed™
& YT UT| g Udh 3{U&ITdhd DHH T HETelHUG YT dfds-1 S0+t IR fRufd
CANSIEIRSISIRI

13. Gandhara (TIYR):

o Gandhara was located in the northwest, in present-day Pakistan and Afghanistan. It
was a significant region known for its cultural exchanges and trade routes.



YR (Gandhara):

. TYR AESHUCE STR-UEH # YT o1, S 31151 & Uiford™ 3R SHiT-ea H T
Ig QRGBT SMEH-UEH 3R SATIR AR & T T Heaqui & |

14. Avanti (3faw):

e Avanti was located in central India, around modern-day Madhya Pradesh. Its capital
was Ujjayini. Avanti was an important kingdom in the western part of the
subcontinent.

3d=dl (Avanti):

« 3Gl AGISMUS AT HRA H fRUT YT, S 31191 & A USY & STHUTT 7| ST
TSI FWARIT &Y | Srawit SUHGTEIY & UTAH U 61U Heayul T Tl

15. Shakya (RTTe):

o Shakya was located in the region around modern-day Nepal. Its capital was
Kapilavastu, and it is famous as the birthplace of Gautama Buddha.

TTHT (Shakya):

o X YEISHUG 31TSl o AUTc & AU R AT HD! AT Bty o,
3R T8 MaH g5 & TR & w08 URig 2|

16. Vamsa (d2):

e The Vamsa kingdom was located in the region of modern-day Bengal. It was a
relatively lesser-known Mahajanapada but contributed to the cultural and political
milieu of the time.

92 (Vamsa):

. ORIHRISYG 3Tol & S & & H FRUT UT| I8 TP S10aiepd H Ui
HEToHUE YT Qb 39 THY & ARpiad R AeHITde® AR | dNTeH fean|

What are the characteristics of the Neolithic Cultures in the different regions of the
Indian sub-continent?

YR SUeTET & faftrs &= # Faurmor Sgpfaal @1 faivant @ g2

The Neolithic period, also known as the New Stone Age, marks a significant phase in human
history, characterized by the development of agriculture, domestication of animals, and the



establishment of permanent settlements. In the Indian sub-continent, Neolithic cultures
developed in different regions around 6000 BCE to 1000 BCE. These cultures were diverse,
and their characteristics varied according to geography, climate, and local resources.

AJUTHTOT HTel, Ry 75 UTSTOT T 4} 31 irdll &, |- 38 &1 Ueh Hgayui @R g,
SNl PV b a1, STTaR] & Urere] S TR VIR SRTal AU 63 A Fifgd giar |
YR SUHGTEIY H UTSI01 §&pTaidl 6000 31 Yd F 1000 1 Yd b i<l fafiet &= o
fawRid g2 | O Txpfaar fafay off, SR I9@! fa=an viifers, Saarg ik RIHT
1Y o SR i off|

Key Points:

1. Development of Agriculture (Q?f& Cal ﬁm:
o Neolithic cultures in India saw the shift from a hunter-gatherer lifestyle to

settled agricultural communities. People began cultivating crops like wheat,
barley, and rice, and domesticated animals like cattle and goats.

o This shift led to the establishment of permanent settlements and the growth of
villages.

vﬁr &1 faer (Development of Agriculture):

HRA B U Wt A RIGR-ZHG] HA B Sia-=ren I RIRR HiY greraf
&1 SR gRacH ¢aT| T g, St SiR I1ae ST Hod! Bt Wl B ol SR T
3R g R¥al S SIaR] &1 Uleiq ST

. T8 IRad Rl Sf%al &1 R SR TTdl & b o1 iR & T

2. Settlements and Architecture (Ef@l’fﬁ' 3R dI¥h c):

o The people built mud-brick houses and stone structures. Settlements were
usually located near rivers or fertile plains for easy access to water and land
for cultivation.

o Examples include the Burzahom and Kashmir cultures in the north, where
circular houses and pits were found.

afeTar ok dI¥J Pl (Settlements and Architecture):

o A A TS & e SR URRT | I HYEATS §S | S SiHdR WA a1
IR HeHI & Ury fRud g1 o, A1l o7 ofR Py o4 T ST 8 Ugd ol 9 |

. SRR % U H FUlg 3R SR WPl SR | UTg Ol §, O8] MAThR
TR 3R TR T A B

3. Tool Making and Craftsmanship (Waqﬁ Gﬁ?m
o Neolithic people made tools from stone, bone, and wood, but they also
developed the use of polished stone tools for farming and other tasks.
o Craftsmanship, including the making of pottery, was common. The black-
and-red pottery is a notable feature of Neolithic cultures in India.




JUHUT §9HT 3R Rreqsar (Tool Making and Craftsmanship):

o IAUTHIUN BT & AN A TRIT, TSI 3R AP $! H JUDHRYT ST, Afcbd 3511
mmmww%wﬁwwwsﬁwmaﬁrﬁ$m W s Ra
|
. ey s gt & S S 0l o1, SR o7 | BTe SR ATd el ol
fAmTor YRt Faumm depfadl &t U e R g

4. Regional Variations (aiﬁ'qfilﬂ?l'lﬁ):
o Mehrgarh Culture (ﬁmﬂ'ﬁ?ﬁ): Located in present-day Balochistan,
this is one of the earliest Neolithic sites in India, known for its.early
agriculture, pottery, and domestication of animals.

o Chalcolithic Culture (ATSUTHTOT F¥HT): In regions like Haryana,

Rajasthan, and Madhya Pradesh, the culture was marked by the.use of
copper tools alongside stone tools.

EIRRIEGIY (Regional Variations):

. UGG TGIPIA (Mehrgarh Culture): T8 G FenieRar 3 f¥Ud § 3R YRd o
TJUTSTOT T & T R YAl & I T g, off URH® HiY, et & ad- 3R
SITERY & UTAq &1 & g ST STl 8 |

. ATHUTHTUT WEH I (Chalcolithic Culture): BIRATOM, ICRATT 3R HET USRI o
%ﬁ,w%ﬁﬁﬁﬁwmmﬁ%w&wawésmﬁ%awn

|

6. Domestication of Animals (UR[UTeI):
o Domestication of animals like cattle, sheep, and goats became common.
This helped in providing a steady source of food (milk, meat, wool) and labor
for farming.
o In some regions, like Burzahom, evidence of dog domestication has also been
found.

UR[UTeT (Domestication of Animals):

. TN, VST SR TGl S SHAR! &1 UTed ST AR 81 T AT | 399 HioH
@Y, |, H) 3R Y & o 217 1 T fRUR T UTe ol
. TS &F1 o geiterd & $l & Urerq a1+ & g Hf fira 5

The Five Eco-zones in Ancient Tamilaham

Wi aftrerrg ® i wiRufast &=

In ancient Tamilaham (modern-day Tamil Nadu and parts of Kerala, Karnataka, and Andhra
Pradesh), the land was divided into distinct eco-zones or geographical regions, each with its



own unique features, resources, and cultural influences. These zones played a significant role
in the development of the society, economy, and culture of ancient Tamil civilization. The
five primary eco-zones are: Mullai (forest region), Marudham (fertile plains), Neydal
(coastal region), Palai (desert region), and Kurunji (hill region).

T AT (Sl 3T & AeTg 3R e, Picd], 3y U & Ho [5Rl H e
g3 uT) B! fafvr urffRufaas &=t ar siimifere &=t o ster mar o1, fomd § uds &
31T TRy Tur, T 3R ARG fad YT A1 T &F UTe aiiyel dT o T,
rfegaRT 3R Tpid & fasr & Heayqu! Yf¥reT FuTd 2| are U uikfufaest & 2:
aﬁm%m,wwaﬂﬁm,ﬁmmﬂuﬁmﬁ&ﬁwﬁaa) 3R pooit
ad<ta &) |

Key Points:

1. Mullai (The Forest Region) - 'ﬂﬁ (aq 833[):

o The Mullai region represents the forest areas of Tamilaham, typically located
in the northern and western parts of Tamil Nadu.

o Itwas rich in forests, wildlife, and resources for hunting and gathering. The
primary crops grown here were milletsand vegetables.

o The Mullai region was home to tribal communities and hunter-gatherers. It
is associated with a rural and simple lifestyle.

gt (@ 8);

. T & drerg & IR iR Uit iRl | Ry 99 &= &1 ufdRfa i g |

. g SiTel, T Sitad 3R fRISR 3R P51 B b FAY H g U1 T8l 3T
ST Aol U B aTeiRT SR afesrar o |

. G & H nfganit aHer SR RIG-HI5® AT 5d 3| I8 TP IR 3R
TR SR o ST g3 Tl

2. Marudham (The Fertile Plains) - HYH (3&‘?'3317-[)

o Marudham represents the fertile plains of Tamilaham, located near river
valleys and plains.

o Thisregion was known for its agriculture, particularly the cultivation of rice,
sugarcane, and cotton. The Kaveri River played an important role in the
agriculture of this region.

o The Marudham area was the heart of settled agricultural communities and
served as the economic center of the region.

HEYH (SR AgH):

. ywﬁm%ﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁ@awﬁmmm
|
. I PY & M0 UG o1, fa=Iv =0 ¥ 91ae, 74T 3R HURT &1 WAl & fod | 39
& B! BV T HTART At BT Hgdqu] ANTGH |




. ToyH OF W Sy Tyerl &1 HeR uT 3R 39 &7 ot enfde nfafafiray =1
T SR |

3. Neydal (The Coastal Region) - 18 (A< 19 &7):

Neydal refers to the coastal region of Tamilaham, extending along the shores
of the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea.

o This region was known for its fishing, maritime trade, and salt production.
The coastal people also engaged in boat-building and naval activities.

o Cholamandalam and Pandyas were powerful coastal kingdoms known for
their influence on maritime trade.

ﬁm(azﬂuaa)

. %iﬂéiﬂﬁdﬁddlg%ﬂﬁﬁ@'@ﬁ?%ﬂﬂﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬂqwgaﬂ
T
. T8 USH UhSH, TYE ATIR 3R THS IeuTe-T o [0 Uikl 41| I anT A1a
fRtor sk NAfe nfafafRry o +f T 3
. diaHsad 3R UTUST UfFaRTel deid JHTo A, S s SR & 3O+
TUTIRITE YA & fod Uik 31

4. Palai (The Desert Region) - Ta (?tﬁlﬁ'l:ﬁ &?5[):

o Palai represents the dry, arid regions of Tamilaham, mainly in the southern
parts of Tamil Nadu.

o This region had limited rainfall and was characterized by barren lands and
scrub forests. Agriculture was less common, but people practiced herding
and trade.

o Pastoralism was the primary.way of life here, and the people engaged in
animal husbandry.

Ta R &3):

. TQ A AeTS & ofén R o fRud g, o & o1 ufafRfia Brar B

( w%ﬁwﬁwﬁﬁ?wwqﬁﬁ?mmﬁmww
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5. Kurunjl (The Hill Region) - W (qﬂ'cﬁ'qéﬂﬁ)

Kurunji refers to the hilly and mountainous areas of Tamilaham, particularly
in the western parts of Tamil Nadu.
o The region was rich in forests, wildlife, and minerals. People here were
known for agriculture, particularly growing crops like tea, coffee, and spices.
o The Kurunji area was often less populated due to its rugged terrain and
served as a strategic location for fortresses and military defense.
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