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What are the basic physiographic divisions of India? How has geography influenced Indian
history?

Basic Physiographic Diyisions gfilndia
India's physical features can be,divided into six major physiographic divisions:

1. The Himalayan Mountain‘Range
The Himalayas form the northern boundary of India. They are the highest mountain
range in the world andiinclude famous peaks like Mount Everest. The Himalayas act
as a barrier, protecting India from cold winds from Central Asia and influencing the
climate of the entire subcontinent.

Example: The Himalayas also provide water to many rivers like the Ganges, which is
crucial for agriculture in India.

2. The Northern Plains
The northern plains are formed by the rivers like the Ganges, Yamuna, and
Brahmaputra. This area is very fertile and supports a large population. It is a region
with extensive agriculture, and the rivers provide water and transportation routes.

Example: The Ganges River plays an important role in agriculture, providing water
for irrigation.

3. The Peninsular Plateau
Located in the southern part of India, the Peninsular Plateau is a region of hills and
plateaus. It is rich in minerals and has an old geological history. This region includes



the Deccan Plateau, which is surrounded by mountains like the Western and Eastern
Ghats.

Example: The plateau is known for its rich mineral resources, which have supported
the development of mining industries.

4. The Coastal Plains
India has two coastal plains: the Western Coastal Plain and the Eastern Coastal Plain.
These regions are important for trade, fishing, and agriculture. Major cities like
Mumbai, Chennai, and Kochi are located on these coasts.

Example: The coastal plains are hubs of trade and commerce due to their proximity to
the sea.

5. The Thar Desert
Located in the northwest of India, the Thar Desert is a large arid region. Itiinfluences
the climate of the surrounding areas and has very little rainfall, makingagriculture
difficult.

Example: The Thar Desert has shaped the lifestyle‘of the peaple living there, with
many relying on livestock and desert farming;

6. The Islands
India also includes the Andaman,and,Nicobar Islands in the southeast and the
Lakshadweep Islands in the southwest. These islands are important for biodiversity
and have strategic importanceyin the Indian Ocean.

Example: The islands arge significant for their marine resources and are important for
India's defense and trade.

How Geography Influencedlndian History
India's geography. has played,a major role in shaping its history:

lemProtection from External Invasions
The Himalayas acted as a natural barrier against invasions from the north, while the
oceans,provided protection from the south. However, invaders such as the Mughals
and British did manage to enter through the Khyber Pass in the northwest.

Example: The isolation created by the Himalayas helped preserve India's unique
culture and civilization.

2. Agricultural Development
The fertile northern plains, with rivers like the Ganges, have supported the growth of
agriculture, leading to the rise of ancient civilizations like the Indus Valley
Civilization and the Maurya and Gupta empires.

Example: The Ganges River's water supply allowed large-scale agriculture to
flourish, which in turn supported the growth of empires.



3. Trade and Economic Growth
India’s long coastline and access to the sea made it an important center for trade, both
within the Indian subcontinent and with other parts of the world. The coastal plains
allowed ports to develop, which were crucial for the trade of goods like spices,
textiles, and precious stones.

Example: Ancient trade routes, such as those from Gujarat to Africa, played a
significant role in the economic prosperity of India.

4. Cultural Exchange
The geography of India allowed for cultural exchanges between various regions, such
as the south and the north, and even between India and other parts of Asia, the Middle
East, and Europe. This led to a blending of cultures and religions,'such as the spread
of Buddhism and Hinduism.

Example: The Silk Road brought goods and cultural exchanges from Central Asia to
India, enriching its culture and knowledge.

In conclusion, India's geography has influenced its history,by,shaping its,agriculture, trade,
defense, and cultural development. The diverse landforms haveied toyregional differences but
also facilitated a rich exchange of ideas and resources.

What are the salient features of early Vedic economy and society?

Salient Features of Early Vedic.Economy andiSociety.

The Early Vedic period (appreximately 1500-1000 BCE) refers to the time when the Vedic
people, primarily Aryansgsettledyin the Indian subcontinent. The economy and society of this
period were largely influencediby their pastoral, agricultural, and tribal lifestyle. Here are the
key features ‘of the early Vedic economy and society:

1. Pastoral Ecenomy

The'early Vedie.econemy was primarily pastoral, based on cattle rearing. Cows, in particular,
were ofigreatieconemic and social importance, symbolizing wealth and status. The Vedic
texts mention the exchange of cattle as a form of wealth and payment.

Example: The Rigveda, one of the earliest Vedic texts, contains many references to the
importance of cattle. The term go (cow) is frequently used to refer to wealth.

2. Agriculture and Farming

Though primarily pastoral, the Vedic people also practiced agriculture. They cultivated crops
such as barley, wheat, and rice. The economy was mostly self-sufficient, and the community
relied on the land for food and resources. However, farming was not as developed as in later
periods.



Example: The use of the plough for agriculture, mentioned in the Vedas, indicates the
beginning of settled agricultural practices.

3. Tribal and Patriarchal Society

Vedic society was largely tribal and organized around clans or janas. The head of the tribe
was usually a chieftain or raja. The society was patriarchal, meaning men held authority in
the family and the tribe. Women had some rights but were generally expected to fulfill
domestic roles.

Example: The king or raja had the authority to lead the tribe and make decisions regarding
war, trade, and justice. Women, however, had important roles as mothers andwives.

4. Varna System (Class Division)

The early Vedic society was organized into four primary varnas (classes): Brahmins (priests),
Kshatriyas (warriors), Vaishyas (merchants and farmers), and Shudras (Servants). These
classes were more fluid during the early Vedic period, andhindividuals could,move between
them based on their skills or occupation.

Example: The division was not rigid, and people could‘change their roles based on
circumstances, such as a warrior becoming a farmer in‘times‘of\peace.

5. Economy Based on Trade and Exchange

Trade and barter were common during the eatly Vedic period. Though the economy was
mostly pastoral and agricultural, there were mentions of,goods being exchanged between
tribes, indicating the existence of trade, Commodities such as grain, cattle, and metals were
exchanged.

Example: The Vedic people exchanged goods such as cattle and food items for other
necessities. Evidence of trade with neighboring regions like Central Asia can be found.

6. Religious and Ritual Life

Religion played a centrabrole in Vedic society, with rituals and sacrifices being important
aspectsiofidaily life.The economy and society were closely tied to religious practices, as
rituals often required offerings of cattle, grains, and other goods.

Example: The ritual of yajna (fire sacrifice) was an important religious practice that required
wealth in the form of cattle and grain.

Conclusion

In summary, the early Vedic economy was primarily pastoral and agricultural, with a
significant role played by cattle. The society was tribal, patriarchal, and had a fluid class
structure. Religion and rituals were deeply embedded in the daily life and economy of the
people.



Write short notes on the following.

Iron Technology and Its Impact

Iron technology marked a significant advancement in ancient India around the 10th century
BCE, especially during the later Vedic and early Mauryan periods. The use of iron tools and
weapons allowed for better agricultural practices, such as plowing tougher soil, and improved
warfare with stronger weapons. Iron also facilitated the construction of infrastructure, like
bridges and buildings. The discovery and use of iron significantly contributeddo-the rise of
new settlements, urbanization, and the overall development of Indian civilizatien.

Impact:

e Enhanced agricultural productivity through iron tools like'ploughshares.

e Strengthened the military with iron weapons suchias swordsiand artows.

e Led to the growth of trade and craft industries, asiiron becamean important
material.

e Contributed to the overall economic and culturaligrowth ofearly Indian societies.

Mahavira

Mahavira (c. 599-527 BCE) was the 24th and lastyTirthankara of Jainism. Born as
Vardhamana in a royal family in present-day Bihar, hesrenounced his worldly life at the age
of 30 to seek spiritual enlightenment. After yearsiof intense meditation and asceticism,
Mahavira attained KevalaJnana (supreme knowledge) and became a spiritual leader. He
preached non-violence (ahimsa), truth (satya), non-stealing (asteya), celibacy
(brahmacharya), and non=possessiveness (aparigraha). Mahavira's teachings formed the
foundation of Jainism, which focuses on self-discipline, renunciation, and respect for all
living beings:.

Megastheneg*indica

Megasthenes was a Greek ambassador to the court of the Mauryan Emperor Chandragupta
Maurya-around, 300:BCE. He wrote Indica, a detailed account of his observations about
India, its people, culture, and administration. His writings, although lost in their entirety,
were later referred to by other historians like Arrian and Strabo. Indica describes India’s
geography, social structure, religion, and the rule of Chandragupta. Megasthenes' account
provides valuable insights into ancient Indian society, including the organization of the
Mauryan empire, the role of the king, and the customs of the Indian people.

Roman Coins

Roman coins found in ancient India indicate active trade and cultural exchange between the
Roman Empire and the Indian subcontinent. Roman coins were brought to India through
merchants, especially via the ports of the western coast. These coins are typically made of
gold, silver, and copper and feature images of Roman emperors, gods, and symbols of the
empire. The presence of Roman coins in India, particularly during the first few centuries CE,



suggests that India was an important trade partner, especially in the exchange of goods like
spices, silk, and precious stones. These coins also reflect the influence of Roman culture on
Indian art and craftsmanship.



