
 

 

BHIC - 131 

BA History (General) 

 

Important Questions for december 2024 

History of India : From the Earliest times Upto C.300CE 

 

FOR ENGLISH MEDIUM STUDENTS (WITH PDF) 

SAME VIDEO HINDI LINK IS IN DESCRIPTION  

 

Discuss the geographical spread of the Harappan Civilization . 

The Harappan Civilization, also known as the Indus Valley Civilization, was one of the 

world's earliest urban cultures, flourishing around 3300 BCE to 1300 BCE. It covered a vast 

geographical area across modern-day Pakistan and parts of northwestern India, making it 

one of the largest ancient civilizations in terms of land coverage. 

Geographic Spread: 

1. Indus Valley (Modern-day Pakistan): 

o The core of the Harappan Civilization was in the Indus River Valley, which 

is located in the present-day Pakistan. 

o Major cities like Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro were situated in this region, 

both of which became urban centers with sophisticated urban planning, 

drainage systems, and a highly organized society. 

o Other notable sites in this region include Dholavira, Rakhigarhi, and Kot 

Diji. 

2. Punjab and Sindh (Pakistan): 

o The civilization spread across the entire Punjab (in Pakistan) and parts of 

Sindh. 

o The Sindhu (Indus) River played a crucial role, as it provided water and a 

trade route for the civilization. 

o Numerous smaller settlements and towns existed in these areas, supporting the 

growth of agriculture and trade. 

3. Gujarat (India): 

o The civilization extended into the Gujarat region of India, where key sites 

like Lothal and Bhogavo River are located. Lothal was an important port 

city, known for its dockyard that facilitated maritime trade. 

o The Gulf of Khambhat region of Gujarat also played a vital role in trade with 

other parts of the ancient world. 



 

 

4. Maharashtra and Haryana (India): 

o Sites like Rakhigarhi (one of the largest Harappan sites) in Haryana and 

Inamgaon in Maharashtra suggest that the Harappan Civilization spread to 

the northwestern and central regions of India. 

o These sites provide evidence of the Harappan influence, with similar material 

culture and urban characteristics. 

5. North-Western India (Balochistan and Afghanistan): 

o The Makran Coast of Balochistan (modern-day Pakistan) and parts of 

Afghanistan show traces of Harappan settlements. 

o Sites like Mastung and Mehrgarh (in modern-day Afghanistan) indicate that 

the Harappan people might have had settlements outside the river valley. 

o Mehrgarh is particularly important as it is believed to be one of the earliest 

agricultural communities in the world. 

6. Trade and Maritime Influence: 

o The Harappans were known for their extensive trade networks, both inland 

and overseas. Evidence of long-distance trade links to regions like 

Mesopotamia, Sumer, and the Persian Gulf shows the civilization's 

influence extended beyond the Indus Valley. 

o Coastal settlements, like Lothal and others on the Makran Coast, suggest 

maritime trade was an essential part of their economy. 

7. Cultural Exchange: 

o The Harappans engaged in cultural and economic exchanges with neighboring 

civilizations. They traded goods such as beads, metals, and textiles, 

influencing and being influenced by cultures as far as Mesopotamia and the 

Persian Gulf. 

 

What was the impact of Alexander's invasion on India.  

Alexander the Great's invasion of India in 326 BCE had a major effect, even though he did 

not stay in the region for long. His invasion left lasting changes in India in areas like politics, 

culture, trade, and military strategy.  

1. Political Impact: 

 Weakening of Local Powers: When Alexander invaded, it weakened local kingdoms, 

especially the Nanda Dynasty in the region of Punjab (modern-day Pakistan and 

India). After Alexander left, this created an opportunity for Chandragupta Maurya 

to rise to power and form the Maurya Empire, which became one of the most 

powerful empires in Indian history. 

 Greek Influence in India: After Alexander's invasion, some parts of northwestern 

India were ruled by Greeks for a time, especially by Seleucus I, one of Alexander's 

generals. The Maurya Empire made peace with him and even exchanged gifts and 

land. 

2. Cultural Impact: 



 

 

 Greek and Indian Culture Mixed: Greek culture, like art and ideas, influenced the 

areas in India that came under Greek control. This mixing of cultures led to a new 

style of art known as Greco-Buddhist art, where Greek artistic styles were combined 

with Indian themes, especially in the way Buddha was depicted in sculptures. 

 Exchange of Ideas: Greek thinkers and Indian philosophers likely exchanged ideas 

about philosophy, government, and ethics. This helped bring new ways of thinking to 

both cultures. 

3. Military Impact: 

 New Military Ideas: Alexander brought new military strategies, like the use of 

cavalry (horse soldiers) and battle formations called the phalanx. Indian rulers likely 

learned from these tactics, though India already had strong military traditions like war 

elephants. 

 Use of War Elephants: Greek soldiers were impressed by the Indian war elephants 

used in battle. While Alexander's forces faced difficulties in fighting elephants, the 

use of these powerful animals in warfare continued in India. 

4. Economic Impact: 

 Trade Connections: Alexander’s invasion opened up new trade routes between India 

and the Mediterranean, helping trade between India and places like Greece and 

Persia. This meant goods like spices, textiles, and jewels from India were traded for 

items like wine and olive oil from Greece. 

 Coins and Currency: The Greeks introduced their way of making coins, which 

influenced Indian rulers. Later, Indian rulers like those in the Maurya Empire started 

using coins inspired by Greek designs, helping trade and economy grow. 

5. Influence on Future Rulers: 

 Greek Kingdoms in India: After Alexander’s death, Greek rulers stayed in some 

parts of India for many years. The Indo-Greek Kingdom lasted for several 

generations and kept the Greek influence alive in parts of northwestern India. One 

famous Greek king, Menander I, even converted to Buddhism and had friendly 

relations with Indian culture. 

 
 

What were the reasons for the rise of Buddhism in the sixth century BCE.  

The rise of Buddhism in the 6th century BCE in India can be attributed to several key 

factors. These factors reflect both the social and religious context of the time, as well as the 

teachings of Siddhartha Gautama, who later became known as Buddha.  

1. Religious and Social Unrest: 

 During the 6th century BCE, India was going through a period of religious and 

social upheaval. Many people were dissatisfied with the traditional Vedic religion, 



 

 

which focused on elaborate rituals, sacrifices, and the power of priests (Brahmins). 

These rituals were often seen as complex and inaccessible to the common people. 

 There was also a growing concern about the rigid caste system in society, which 

limited social mobility. People were searching for a simpler and more inclusive path 

to spiritual fulfillment. 

2. Rejection of Rituals and Priestly Power: 

 Siddhartha Gautama, who later became Buddha, rejected the idea that enlightenment 

or liberation could be achieved through rituals and the authority of priests. Instead, he 

emphasized that anyone, regardless of their social status or background, could achieve 

nirvana (enlightenment) through personal effort and understanding. 

 His teachings focused on individual moral responsibility and the development of 

wisdom, ethics, and meditation, which were open to everyone, not just priests or the 

wealthy. 

3. Teachings of the Buddha: 

 Buddha's Teachings offered a new way of thinking that was appealing to many 

people. The core ideas of Buddhism, such as the Four Noble Truths and the 

Eightfold Path, were practical guidelines for living a good life and finding inner 

peace. These teachings were seen as accessible and not based on complicated rituals. 

 The Buddha emphasized compassion, non-violence, and detachment from material 

possessions, which resonated with many people who were disillusioned by the 

materialism and violence of the time. 

4. Growth of Urbanization: 

 During the 6th century BCE, there was a rise in urbanization in India. New cities 

were emerging, and with them, new trade routes and a growing middle class. This led 

to the spread of new ideas and philosophies. 

 Urban centers became places where people from different social backgrounds could 

meet and discuss ideas. Buddhism, with its emphasis on universal teachings and social 

equality, gained popularity in these urban centers. 

5. Influence of Other Reform Movements: 

 Around the same time as Buddhism, there were other religious and philosophical 

movements challenging the traditional Vedic beliefs, such as Jainism, which was 

founded by Mahavira. These reform movements also promoted ideas of spiritual 

liberation through self-discipline, non-violence, and ethical living, which created an 

environment where new religious ideas could spread and gain followers. 

6. Support from Rulers: 

 King Ashoka, one of the most famous rulers of the Maurya Empire, played a 

significant role in spreading Buddhism in India and beyond. After converting to 

Buddhism in the 3rd century BCE, Ashoka made efforts to spread Buddhist teachings 



 

 

across his empire and even sent Buddhist missionaries to other regions like Sri Lanka 

and Southeast Asia. 

 The support from rulers like Ashoka helped Buddhism to grow and spread widely. 

 

Discuss the salient features of Mauryan Administration. 

The Mauryan Empire (circa 321 BCE to 185 BCE), founded by Chandragupta Maurya, is 

considered one of the most powerful and well-organized empires in Indian history. The 

Mauryan administration was highly centralized, efficient, and structured, with a focus on 

maintaining control over vast territories and ensuring the welfare of the people.  

1. Centralized Government: 

 Absolute Power of the King: The king was the supreme ruler, and his authority was 

absolute. He was regarded as the "Chakravarti" (universal ruler) with control over 

all aspects of governance, military, law, and justice. 

 Chandragupta Maurya and his successors (especially Ashoka) exercised a strong, 

centralized form of government. The king had a large bureaucracy to assist him in 

ruling effectively. 

2. Council of Ministers: 

 The king was assisted by a council of ministers that helped in the administration of 

the empire. The ministers advised the king on various matters like governance, law, 

taxation, and military affairs. 

 Kautilya, also known as Chanakya, was one of the most prominent figures in the 

Mauryan administration and is believed to have written the famous treatise 

Arthashastra, which outlines statecraft, economics, and governance. 

3. Administrative Divisions: 

 The Mauryan Empire was divided into several provinces for better management. The 

empire was divided into four main regions: Magadha (the core region), Ujjain, 

Takshashila, and Southern India. 

 Each region or province was governed by a Governor (also called "Rajuka"). These 

governors were appointed by the king and were responsible for collecting taxes, 

maintaining law and order, and overseeing the local administration. 

 Below the provincial level, the empire was further divided into districts known as 

"Janapadas" or "Mahajanapadas", which were managed by local officials. 

4. Bureaucracy: 

 The Mauryan administration had a well-organized bureaucracy that ensured the 

smooth functioning of the empire. It included officials for various tasks, such as 

taxation, policing, public works, trade, and military. 

 The "Kautilya's Arthashastra" mentions a detailed administrative setup, including a 

system of spies, intelligence gathering, and a police force to maintain law and order. 



 

 

5. Taxation System: 

 The Mauryas had a highly organized tax system. The primary sources of revenue for 

the state were land taxes, trade taxes, and royal monopolies over certain goods. 

 Land revenue was the most important source of income, and it was assessed at a 

fixed percentage of the agricultural produce. Farmers were expected to pay taxes in 

kind, usually in the form of grains. 

 Trade taxes were also collected on goods passing through the empire, which boosted 

the Mauryan economy and trade. 

6. Military Administration: 

 The Mauryan military was one of the largest and most organized forces of the 

ancient world. It was divided into four main branches: infantry, cavalry, chariots, 

and elephants. 

 The army was crucial for maintaining control over the vast empire and for expanding 

its boundaries. The emperor had direct control over the military, and there were 

military officers in every region to ensure the defense of the empire. 

 Ashoka, in particular, is known for his support of the military but also for his later 

shift toward peace after the Kalinga War. 

7. Justice and Law: 

 The Mauryan Empire had a well-organized system of justice. The king was the chief 

lawgiver, but he had a network of judges and officials who administered the laws in 

different parts of the empire. 

 Ashoka's Edicts: One of the most significant contributions to the Mauryan 

administration was Ashoka’s Edicts. These were inscriptions written on pillars and 

rock surfaces across the empire, which outlined Ashoka's policies on ethics, law, and 

social welfare. They promoted values like ahimsa (non-violence), religious 

tolerance, and welfare of the people. 

 The Dhamma Mahamatras were officials appointed by Ashoka to oversee the 

implementation of his moral code and to promote the welfare of the people. 

8. Economic Administration: 

 The Mauryas had a strong economic system based on agriculture, trade, and craft 

industries. 

 Trade and commerce were encouraged, and the empire controlled important trade 

routes like the Silk Road and maritime trade routes to the Mediterranean and 

Southeast Asia. 

 The Mauryas also set up state-controlled industries like mining, shipbuilding, and 

textiles, contributing to the economic growth of the empire. 

9. Public Welfare: 

 The Mauryan administration, particularly under Ashoka, focused on public welfare. 

Ashoka's Dhamma (moral law) emphasized the well-being of all people and animals. 



 

 

His administration promoted projects like building roads, rest houses, water wells, 

and hospitals for humans and animals. 

 Ashoka’s commitment to welfare and social justice made his rule unique and 

compassionate, especially after he embraced Buddhism. 

10. Foreign Relations: 

 The Mauryan Empire maintained diplomatic relations with various foreign kingdoms 

and empires. Ashoka, for example, sent Buddhist missionaries to countries like Sri 

Lanka, Nepal, and even Greece, spreading Indian culture and Buddhism beyond the 

Indian subcontinent. 

 The empire’s strong diplomatic relations were also reflected in treaties and alliances 

with kingdoms in the Hellenistic world (after Alexander's empire). 
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