
 

 

BHIC-101 B. A. (HONOURS) HISTORY 

(BAHIH) 

BHIC–101 : HISTORY OF INDIA–1 

IMPORTANT QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS 

PART 1 HINDI AND ENGLISH BOTH  

1. How would you define the term ‘Neolithic’? Discuss in detail the 

concept of Neolithic Revolution. 

Definition of 'Neolithic' 

The term Neolithic means the last part of the Stone Age when humans started farming and 

living in one place. This period began around 10,000 BCE. During the Neolithic, people 

changed from being nomadic hunter-gatherers to settled farmers, leading to the creation of 

villages and eventually cities. 
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Concept of the Neolithic Revolution 

The Neolithic Revolution refers to the big changes that happened when humans began to 

farm. People started to grow crops like wheat and rice and to keep animals like sheep and 

goats. This shift allowed them to produce more food and support larger groups of people. As 

a result, communities formed permanent homes, leading to population growth and more 

complex societies. 
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Social and Economic Impact 

The change to farming during the Neolithic Revolution had a major impact on society and the 

economy. With more food available, communities could grow and support more people. This 

led to different jobs and roles in society, as not everyone had to farm. Trade also started to 

develop as people exchanged surplus food and goods. This change created the need for new 

tools and crafts like pottery and weaving, further advancing daily life. 
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Cultural Developments 

The Neolithic Revolution also led to important cultural changes. As people settled in one 

place, they began to form communities and develop their cultures. They built large structures, 

created art, and began practicing religious rituals related to farming and nature. Crafts like 



 

 

pottery and weaving became more common, and sharing ideas among different groups helped 

everyone grow together. 
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Conclusion 

In conclusion, the Neolithic period and the Neolithic Revolution are important parts of human 

history. The shift from hunting and gathering to farming changed how people lived and built 

societies. This transformation set the stage for the development of cities, trade, and complex 

social structures that we see today. Understanding this period helps us appreciate how far 

humanity has come. 
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2. Discuss Alexander’s invasion of India. 

 

 

Alexander’s Invasion of India 



 

 

1. Background and Motivation 

o Alexander the Great was the king of Macedonia who began his conquest in 334 BCE 

with the goal of expanding his empire and spreading Greek culture. 

o His invasion of India was driven by a desire to reach the "ends of the earth" and 

achieve glory after conquering the Persian Empire. 
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2. Crossing into India 

o In 326 BCE, Alexander crossed into India after defeating Persia, moving through the 

Hindu Kush mountains. 

o He arrived at the Indus River, where he encountered various local tribes and began 

his campaign in the Indian subcontinent. 
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3. Battle of the Hydaspes 

o The most significant battle during Alexander's invasion was the Battle of the 

Hydaspes against King Porus (Puru). 

o This battle, fought near the Jhelum River, showcased Alexander’s military tactics, 

including his use of cavalry and strategies to counter Porus's war elephants. 



 

 

o Despite tough resistance, Alexander won the battle, and he chose to reinstate Porus 

as a local ruler, creating a strategic alliance. 
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4. Cultural Interactions 

o Alexander’s invasion led to important cultural exchanges between Greek and Indian 

civilizations. 

o Greek art, philosophy, and governance ideas began to influence Indian culture, while 

Indian practices and beliefs also shaped Greek perspectives. 

o Alexander encouraged intermarriage between his soldiers and local women, 

promoting cultural blending. 
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5. Conquest and Further Campaigns 



 

 

o After his victory over Porus, Alexander aimed to continue his campaign eastward but 

faced fierce resistance from local tribes, such as the Malli. 

o Exhausted and facing the prospect of continuing his campaign deeper into India, his 

troops eventually refused to march further, leading to Alexander's decision to 

return. 
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3. What are the main features of Mauryan administration ? 

Main Features of Mauryan Administration 

1. Centralized Government 

o The Mauryan Empire had a highly centralized form of government, with the 

emperor at the apex of the administration. 

o The emperor was considered the supreme authority, and his decisions were 

final in all matters related to governance. 
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2. Bureaucratic Structure 

o The administration was supported by a well-organized bureaucracy, which 

was divided into various departments. 

o Officials were appointed to oversee different aspects of governance, including 

finance, law, and public works. 
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3. Provincial Administration 

o The empire was divided into several provinces, known as Mahajanapadas, 

each governed by a Viceroy or Governor. 

o This division helped in managing the vast territory more effectively and 

allowed for local governance under the central authority. 
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4. Judicial System 

o The Mauryan administration established a comprehensive judicial system that 

included courts for civil and criminal cases. 

o The emperor was seen as the highest judge, and local courts operated under 

the guidance of appointed judges. 



 

 

            

o                      औ                      ए              ए  

                           

o                           ज      , औ                               

                             

 

5. Taxation and Revenue Collection 

o The Mauryan Empire had a systematic approach to taxation, with taxes 

collected on agriculture, trade, and crafts. 

o Revenue was crucial for the administration, and officials were tasked with 

ensuring timely collection and management of funds. 
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6. Law and Order 

o The Mauryan administration placed a strong emphasis on maintaining law and 

order throughout the empire. 

o Officials were responsible for ensuring the safety of citizens and the 

enforcement of laws, with a network of spies to monitor activities. 
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7. Promotion of Trade and Economy 

o The Mauryan Empire actively promoted trade and commerce, leading to 

economic prosperity. 

o Infrastructure such as roads and markets were developed to facilitate trade, 

and merchants were encouraged to engage in business activities. 
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8. Religious Tolerance 

o The Mauryan administration, especially under Ashoka, promoted religious 

tolerance and respected diverse beliefs. 

o Ashoka's edicts emphasized the importance of Dharma and moral values, 

encouraging harmony among different religious communities. 
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