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THOMAS HARDY (BLOCK2) 

 

Far from the Madding Crowd is the fourth novel by Thomas Hardy, a British author from the 

Victorian era, published in 1874. It was first released as a monthly serial and later as a full novel due 

to its popularity. The story has been adapted into several films, with the first in 1967.  

The novel focuses on a young woman who manages her late uncle’s farm in a male-dominated 

society. It challenges the Victorian moral standards that treated men better than women, who were 

harshly judged for any perceived wrongdoing. 

SUMMARY OF THE STORY  

The novel centers around Bathsheba Everdene, a strong-willed and independent young 
woman who inherits her uncle's farm in rural England. She attracts three very different men 
throughout the story: 

1. Gabriel Oak: A poor shepherd who first meets Bathsheba and falls in love with her. 
After a series of events, he ends up working for her on her farm when he loses his 
own job. 

2. Sergeant Francis Troy: A charming but reckless soldier. Bathsheba falls in love with 
him, despite his faults. They marry, but Troy's irresponsible and selfish nature causes 
many problems, including a betrayal that deeply hurts Bathsheba. 

3. Farmer William Boldwood: A wealthy and serious man who becomes infatuated 
with Bathsheba after receiving a playful Valentine card from her. His obsession with 
her grows, leading to tragic consequences. 

Throughout the story, Bathsheba faces the challenges of love, independence, and managing 
her farm in a male-dominated society. She learns hard lessons about trust, love, and 
responsibility. In the end, after much heartache and loss, Bathsheba realizes that Gabriel 



 

 

Oak, the loyal and steady man, is the one who truly cares for her. They ultimately marry and 
find happiness together. 

The novel explores themes of love, passion, independence, and the moral expectations of 
society. 

 

The significance of the title of Hardy's novel Far from the Madding Crowd  

The title Far from the Madding Crowd means being away from the noisy, chaotic world. It highlights 

how the main character, Bathsheba, lives in the peaceful countryside, away from the pressures and 

drama of society. However, even in this quiet setting, she still faces personal struggles and 

complicated relationships. The title reflects the contrast between calm rural life and the challenges 

of human emotions and social expectations. 

Escape from Society: The title suggests a retreat from the chaos and noise of the busy, 
crowded world. 

Rural Life: Bathsheba, the main character, lives in the peaceful countryside, far from the 
distractions of urban life. 

Solitude vs. Struggles: Despite being away from society, Bathsheba still faces personal 
conflicts and emotional challenges, showing that isolation doesn’t always bring peace. 

Write a note on the characters in Far from the Madding Crowd and show How together they 

create a picture of rural English society of the 19th century. 

In Far from the Madding Crowd, Thomas Hardy presents several characters who reflect 
different aspects of rural English society in the 19th century.  

Each character represents a specific social role or type, and together they show the values, 
challenges, and relationships of the time. 

1. Bathsheba Everdene: The main character, Bathsheba, is a strong, independent 
woman who inherits her uncle's farm. She represents the changing role of women 
during the 19th century, as she is not afraid to manage the farm herself in a male-
dominated society. However, her emotional decisions and romantic struggles show 
the limitations placed on women, even in rural settings. 

2. Gabriel Oak: Gabriel is a hardworking, loyal shepherd who initially works for 
Bathsheba. He represents the ideal, moral working man of the time. Gabriel’s love 
for Bathsheba and his dedication to helping her through tough times reflect the 
traditional values of loyalty, duty, and self-sacrifice that were important in rural 
society. 

3. Sergeant Troy: Sergeant Troy is a charming, yet irresponsible soldier who wins 
Bathsheba’s heart. His character represents the dangers of attraction to superficial 
qualities and the impact of passion on one’s judgment. Troy’s character shows the 
tension between romantic idealism and harsh reality in relationships. 



 

 

4. Farmer Boldwood: Farmer Boldwood is a wealthy, quiet man who becomes 
obsessed with Bathsheba after she sends him a playful Valentine. His obsession with 
her shows the power of social class and the intense, sometimes dangerous, 
emotions that can arise in small, close-knit rural communities where everyone 
knows each other’s business. 

5. Fanny Robin: Fanny is a young woman who has a brief affair with Troy, resulting in 
tragedy. She represents the vulnerability of women in a strict, moral society. Her 
story shows how women with fewer options or support were often left to suffer 
alone. 

How These Characters Create a Picture of Rural English Society: 

 Social Expectations: The novel shows the strong influence of social class and 
tradition in rural life. Characters like Boldwood and Gabriel represent the stable, 
traditional roles of landowners and workers, while Bathsheba's independence 
challenges these norms. 

 Gender Roles: The treatment of women is a key theme. Bathsheba's struggles with 
her independence, Troy’s mistreatment of her, and Fanny's tragic fate highlight the 
limited options and harsh judgments women faced in rural society. 

 Romantic and Moral Codes: The characters’ romantic relationships reflect the moral 
codes of the time, where emotions and actions were heavily judged by the 
community. Bathsheba’s choices, Troy’s actions, and Boldwood’s obsession all show 
how personal relationships were influenced by public opinion and social norms. 

 Life and Work in the Countryside: Through Gabriel’s role as a shepherd and 
Bathsheba’s farm management, the novel paints a picture of rural life focused on 
hard work, loyalty, and the connection to the land. 

Overall, the characters in Far from the Madding Crowd combine to create a vivid picture of 
19th-century rural England, illustrating the tensions between tradition and change, the 
challenges of love and social expectations, and the roles that people played in a closely-knit, 
agricultural society. 
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