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What do you understand by Ghazal? Explain the role and function 

of the Ghazal form in the early medieval period. 

 

A Ghazal is a form of poetry that originated in Persia (Iran) and became very popular in 

India during the medieval period. It is a type of lyric poetry consisting of rhyming couplets 

and a refrain, with each line sharing the same meter.  

The subject of a ghazal is often focused on themes of love, beauty, longing, separation, and 

mysticism. The tone can vary from romantic to melancholic or even philosophical. 

A ghazal usually ends with the poet's pen name or signature (called a takhallus) as part of the 

final couplet. The language of a ghazal is often rich in metaphor and symbolism. 

Structure of a Ghazal 

 Couplets: A ghazal consists of several couplets, where each couplet stands 

independently. 

 Rhyme and Refrain: In every couplet, the first line ends with a word or phrase that is 

repeated in the second line. 

 Meter: Every line of the ghazal follows the same rhythm or meter. 

Example: 

Here’s an example of a couplet from a famous ghazal by Mirza Ghalib (a famous poet of the 

early medieval period): 



 

 

"Hazaaron khwahishen aisi ki har khwahish pe dam nikle, 

Bohat nikle mere arman lekin phir bhi kam nikle." 

(Translation: "Thousands of desires, each so intense that it takes my breath away, 

Many of my longings were fulfilled, yet they seemed too few.") 

In this example, you can see the rhyming pattern and the central theme of longing and 

unfulfilled desires. 

Role and Function of Ghazal in the Early Medieval Period 

During the early medieval period (roughly between the 12th to 16th century), the Ghazal 

played an important cultural and literary role, especially in India, where it was embraced by 

poets of various languages like Persian, Urdu, and Hindi. 

1. Expression of Love and Suffering: 

o The ghazal became a medium to express deep emotions, particularly love and 

longing. Poets often used it to explore the emotional pain caused by separation 

from loved ones or the suffering of unrequited love. 

o In a society marked by frequent political turmoil and invasions, the ghazal 

provided an emotional outlet, often reflecting personal sorrow or societal 

struggles. 

2. Cultural Fusion: 

o With the arrival of Persian poets and the spread of Persian culture during the 

rule of the Delhi Sultanate and the Mughal Empire, the ghazal form was 

introduced and flourished in India. 

o Indian poets like Mirza Ghalib, Allama Iqbal, and Siraj-ud-Din Ali Khan 

Arzu started composing ghazals in Urdu and Persian, blending both Indian 

and Persian cultural elements. 

o This fusion helped create a unique literary tradition in India, combining local 

themes with Persian literary techniques. 

3. Spiritual and Mystical Themes: 

o Besides love, many ghazals also explored spiritual themes, especially the 

relationship between the poet and the Divine. This form was used by Sufi 

poets like Bulleh Shah and Amir Khusro to express their mystical 

experiences, longing for God, and the concept of divine love. 

o For example, Amir Khusro’s ghazals often focused on the mystical experience 

of merging with the divine, symbolized through the theme of separation from 

the beloved. 

4. Entertainment and Court Patronage: 

o Ghazals were often recited or sung in royal courts and gatherings, especially 

during the rule of the Mughals. They became part of the courtly culture, 

serving both as a form of entertainment and a means to convey deep emotions. 

o Poets were patronized by the rulers, and ghazals were a way to gain 

recognition and prestige in the courtly circles. They would often be performed 

with music, making them an important part of classical Indian music. 

What do you understand by "Hindavi" ? Explain with examples. 



 

 

Hindavi is a term used to refer to the early form of Hindi or Indo-Aryan languages spoken 

in India.  

It was a vernacular language that evolved in the northern parts of the Indian subcontinent.  

During the medieval period, especially during the Delhi Sultanate and the Mughal Empire, 

this language began to be widely used in poetry, literature, and everyday communication. 

The term "Hindavi" is often associated with the language of the common people and was 

used to distinguish it from Persian, which was the language of the elite and administration 

at the time. 

Origin and Development 

 Hindavi developed from the Prakrit languages, which were spoken in ancient India. 

Over time, Hindavi absorbed influences from Persian, Arabic, and Turkish due to 

the presence of Muslim rulers in India, leading to the creation of Urdu and Hindi. 

 Hindavi was used by poets and writers who did not know or want to write in Persian. 

One of the most famous examples of Hindavi literature is the poetry of Amir 

Khusro (a 13th-century poet), who is considered one of the earliest figures to use this 

language in his works. 

Features of Hindavi 

1. Simple and Popular Language: 

o Hindavi was more simple and easy to understand compared to Sanskrit and 

Persian, which were often more complex. 

o It was spoken by the common people, and therefore, it was not as formal as 

other languages used in literature at the time. 

2. Blend of Local Dialects: 

o Hindavi was a blend of different local dialects spoken across northern India, 

and it was an early form of what later became Hindi and Urdu. 

o It contained a mixture of Sanskrit words as well as vocabulary borrowed from 

Persian, Arabic, and Turkish due to the influence of the Muslim rulers. 

3. Literature and Poetry: 

o Hindavi was used in poetry and songs during the medieval period, especially 

in the courtly and popular culture. 

o It was used to express love, spirituality, and patriotism, and was particularly 

famous for its use in devotional poetry and Sufi traditions. 

Examples of Hindavi 

  Amir Khusro: 

 "Man ki maaya na pichhe rahi, 

Tera paaya sab kuch hai, 

Har khushi ko apnaaya hai." 



 

 

(Translation: "The illusion of the heart no longer remains, 

Everything I had, I found in you, 

I have embraced all happiness.") 

  Kabir: 

 "Kabira khada bazaar mein, 

Maange sabki khair, 

Na kaho se dosti, 

Na kaho se bair." 

(Translation: "Kabir stands in the market, 

Asking for everyone's well-being, 

Do not make friends, 

Nor create enemies.") 

  Dnyaneshwar: 

 "Mann hi man ka ghar hai, 

Sabki manzil wahan hai, 

Sada kaam isse kar." 

(Translation: "The heart is the home of the mind, 

Everyone’s destination lies there, 

Always act from within.") 

  Namdeo: 

 "Meri jindri doojay, 

Vishvaas ki kahani, 

Tum samjhoge to jaanogi." 

(Translation: "My soul is dual, 

The story of faith, 

You will understand when you know.") 

 

Short Note On : B.R. Ambedkar and Dalit Literature 

B.R. Ambedkar and Dalit Literature 

B.R. Ambedkar was an important leader and social reformer in India. He is known for his 

hard work to improve the lives of the Dalit community, who were treated as "untouchables" 

and faced severe discrimination. Ambedkar was also the main person who helped create the 

Indian Constitution and worked for equality and justice for all people, especially the 

Dalits. 

Ambedkar’s Role in Dalit Literature: 



 

 

1. Fighting for Equality: Ambedkar’s life and work were all about fighting for the 

rights of Dalits. He believed that Dalits should be treated equally and should not face 

the caste-based discrimination that was common in society. His ideas inspired many 

writers to start writing about the lives of Dalits. 

2. Inspiring Dalit Writers: Ambedkar encouraged Dalits to stand up for their rights. 

Many Dalit writers like Daya Pawar, Namdeo Dhasal, and Shankar Patil were 

inspired by Ambedkar. They used their writing to tell the world about the hardships 

Dalits faced because of the caste system. 

3. Themes of Dalit Literature: Dalit literature talks about the struggles of Dalits, such 

as poverty, discrimination, and the fight for respect and equality. Ambedkar’s 

teachings were an important influence on these themes. His decision to convert to 

Buddhism also inspired Dalit writers to look for a way to escape the caste system and 

its oppression. 

Role of Dalit Literature: 

 Voice for the Marginalized: Dalit literature gives a voice to people who were 

ignored by society and helps tell their stories. 

 Raising Awareness: It helps Dalits understand their rights and encourages them to 

stand up for themselves. 

 Fighting Caste-based Discrimination: Dalit writers use their words to fight against 

the caste system and demand equal treatment, just as Ambedkar did. 

Conclusion: 

B.R. Ambedkar’s work was very important for Dalit literature. He showed the world that 

Dalits deserve respect and equality. His ideas continue to inspire Dalit writers today, who use 

literature to fight for their rights and to change society for the better. 

 

 

 

 

 
 


